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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


CANADA. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 
Curator of which Section further particulars 
may be obtained. 


Home Enquiries. A midlands manufacturer of steel trunks, deed 
boxes, &c., would like to be placed in communication with Cana- 
dian houses dealing in these goods. 

A firm claiming a considerable connection with the dairy trade, 
asks if there are any Canadian shippers willing to export cream 
suitable for butter making. 

Several enquiries have been received for the names of Canadian 
shippers of tallow in quantity. 

A Yorkshire house is prepared to hear from Canadian manu- 
facturers of doors, joinery, barrows, &c. 

Canadian Enquiries—A Canadian company manufacturing several 
designs of closet seats, asks for addresses of United Kingdom 
importers. 

A Canadian manufacturer of confectionery has forwarded samples 
of special descriptions of goods, and would wish to take up the 
question of export with those interested. 


Enguiries 
relating to Trade. 


According to the “Iron Age” (New York) of 14th ult.,the United 
rhtes States Commercial Agent at Stanbridge, Quebec, 
Plant ~ ’ reports that the Chambly Water and Power 

tine Company, situated 25 miles north-west of Stan- 
bridge, are about to add very largely to their present plant at 

Chambly. They intend to develop additional power at St. Therese 

Rapids, some three miles further up the river. At the present 
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time the Chambly works have 7,500 horse-power, but they will be 
made eapable of developing 20,090 horse-power. The works at St. 
Therese will give an additional 10,000 horse-power. The extension 
of the old works will, it is expected, be completed this summer, 
while the new works will take some 18 months to finish. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


With reference to a notice on p. 311 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for 17th May last, a communication 


“ap has been received at the Board of Trade from 
Sydney Harbour. the Agent-General for New South Wales, giving 


notice that the time fixed for submitting designs 
and Tenders for the proposed bridge across Sydney Harbour had 
been extended. Tenders and designs may now be deposited at the 
office of the Agent-General for New South Wales, 9, Victoria 
Street, S.W., as well as at the Department of Public Works, , 
Sydney, New South Wales, not later than noon on the lst Septem- 
ber next. 


RUSSIA. 


H.M. Consul at Taganrog, in a recent report to the Foreign Office, 
; states that commercial men should visit Kertch 
Gpenings Sr and investigate the possibilities of the market. 
British Trade. = 4 small capital used in starting a general store 
tor the sale of British products would in all probability be well 
invested, and the demand would increase rapidly. 

Those who are interested in petroleum might do well to pay a 
visit to the peninsulas of Kertch and Taman. Several years ago 
an attempt was made to work the oil at Chongelek near 'l'aganrog, 
but without success. (Loreign Office, Annual Series, 2,447.) 


In the report referred to above, the Consul also states that foreign 
machinery is an article which will ke able to 


ao. hold its own for some time to come. During 
+ te ’ the last few years several new machinery works 
— have been erected, but so far they have not 


shown themselves to be serious competitors. Naturally a portion 
of the business will divert in their direction, but for the present 
there is still a good market in the south of Russia for machinery 
of all kinds, and more especially for mining and metallurgical 
purposes, pumps, &c. 

Files, hammers, shovels, coke forks, mining and other tools 
deserve the attention of British shippers. Machine tools are also 
in great demand, but of late the bulk of the orders for. this class of 
goods appear to go to the United States of America. 
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The Consul also calls attention to the fact that the two agricultural 
Seatuatiees machinery factories which are established at 
Stehden Berdiansk did a good business during the past 
- year. The Taganrog district, however, afforded 

no help in consequence of the bad harvest. 

Some 3,000 hand-rake reaping machines were sold to far off 
districts, principally Saratoff and Voronej, and even a few to 
Vladivostock vid Odessa; many thousands of ploughs were also 
sold, the demand being a record one. No foreign machines or 
ploughs were seen for sale in the town of Taganrog. 

It is reported that the peasant farmer prefers the home-made 
machine to the superior American or English self-raking reaper, 
although the present prices of the two descriptions are about equal ; 
this seems incomprehensible when the hard labour necessary to 
work the home-made reaper is considered, but some people think 
the principal reason is that the trade in the foreign reaper is not 
properly pushed and advertised. There ought, in the opinion of 
the Consul, to be a great future in store for these machines every- 
where now the duty is removed, and the opening throughout of the 
Siberian Railway is approaching. 


PORTUGAL. 


The “ Lisbon Gazette” of 25th ult. contains a Notice calling tor 
Tenders, to be presented up to 16th inst. at the 

Tenders for Coal. Secretariat of the Administrative Council of the 
State Railways, for the supply of 3,500 tons 

(English) coal for the railways of the south and south-west. 


The same “Gazette” contains an Order authorising the Adminis- 
trative Council of State Railways to proceed in 
the next fiscal year with the construction of a 
prolongation of the line from Pias to Moura. 

The “ Gazette” referred to may be seen at the Office of the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parlia- 
ment Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 am. 
and 5 p.m. 


Railway Con- 
struction. 


The “Lisbon Gazette” of 25th ult. contains an Order fixing at 
5 per cent. the maximum percentage which 

Mining. municipal bodies may in future charge upon the 
returns of mineral explorations under the terms 

of the Administrative Code and its Regulations. 
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SPAIN. 


With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 540 of the 

“ Board of Trade Journal” of 14th ult., it is to 

Public Works. be observed that the “‘ Madrid Gazette” ot the 

27th ult. contains a Notice making the 17th 

inst. now the latest date for presentation of Tenders for the con- 
struction of the episcopal palace at Santander. 

The same “Gazette” contains an announcement calling for 
Tenders for the establishment and working for 20 years of an 
electric light service for the town of San Martin de Valdeiglesias 
(about 40 miles west of Madrid), at the upset price of 3,500 
pesetas, or, say, 110/., for the supply of lights equivalent to 2,400 
candles (English) for the Municipality. This Notice was originally 
published in the “Gazette” of 18th February last, but no offers 
resulted ; some alterations have now been made in the terms. 

The “ Madrid Gazette” of 28th ult. announces that an applica- 
tion has been made, accompanied by particulars of the project and 
pledge of security, for the concession of an electric tramway in 
Barcelona from the Plaza de Cataluiia to the suburb of Vallcarca, 
with one branch, and that one month is allowed in which other 
applications, containing better terms and accompanied by pavr- 
ticulars of their respective projects, together with the required 
security, may be made. 

The “Gazettes” referred to above may be seen at the office 
of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
50, Parliament Street, 8.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 


ITALY. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
Tenders fi from Her Majesty’s Consul at Genoa, stating 
wescese tae that Tenders are invited by the Director-General 
Signal Flags. of the Naval Arsenal at Spezia, not later than 
the 16th instant, at 11 a.m., for the supply of signal flags to the 
Italian Navy. 
Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


The British Vice-Consul at Tripoli states that the trade of that 
c Trad district with the interior of Africa, although still 
nang “y in a very unsatisfactory state is, perhaps, on the 
from Seige. whole, not so unpromising as it was in 1898, 
for whilst it has practically ceased with Bornu and is interrupted 
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or precariously carried on with Central Soudan, it has decidedly 
improved with Wadai, where the efforts of the new Sultan Ibrahim 
to encourage commerce with his dominions have borne good fruit. 
Wadai is the most accessible of the three above-mentioned regions, 
so that commercial operations with it can be completed in com- 
paratively short periods. Traders who last summer arrived from 
that country realised good profits, amounting in some cases to 
nearly 50 per cent., and gave such good accounts of the state of 
affairs there, that many others were eager to equip caravans and 
set out on the journey, but as merchants at Tripoli who furnish the 
goods were apprehensive of troubles, some difficulty was experienced 
in obtaining them to the required extent. Now that this fear has 
been removed and confidence in the future almost entirely restored, 
the difficulty will not be experienced and a larger trade will 
be done. As regards the Soudan, routes continue unsafe, 
especially those to the south of Ghat, where the nomad tribes are 
aggressively hostile and attack caravans which may be moving 
along without a sufficiently large and well armed escort to defend 
them. As to Bornu no hopes are entertained of its being re- 
opened to trade. 

In order to give some idea of the nature and proportion of the 
different kinds of merchandise taken into the interior of Africa 
by these caravans, I subjoin the following detailed list of a small 
caravan’s goods, taken on 10 camels, merely remarking that all 
kinds of articles are frequently mixed up indiscriminately on one 
animal :—. 

60 pieces of longcloth worth, say, 12/.; 160° pieces of 
T-cloth waste worth, say, 16/.; and 120 pieces of blue T-cloth 
worth, say, 48/., make up each cf them a camel load. Three camel 
loads are made up of “ Smainy ” T-cloth in 1,400 pieces of 8 yards 
eich worth 70l.; one camel load consists of cotton and silk 
barracans worth, say, 80/.; one and a-half of beads, drugs, 
incense, small hand mirrors, paper, silk, &c., worth 841.; one of 
120 okes of sugar and 60 okes or half a camel load of tea; the 
total value of the goods being about 3201. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,451.) 


H.M. Consul at Bengazi, in a report to the Foreign Office, states 
—— that the improvement in the caravan trade with 
the interior has fortunately been maintained, 

considerable profits having been made by cara- 
vans trading in Kanem and Waday during the last three years. 
A new development of traffic in the direction of the first-named 
country has taken place in consequence of the success obtained 
by one caravan there, which was able to sell a quarter of its 
goods for 80 per cent. of the value of the whole. (creign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,456.) 


from Bengazi. 
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EGYPT. 


According to a Notification published in the “Journal Officiel 
Egyptien” of the 23rd June, the Administra- 


Tenders tive Council of Railways, Telegraphs, &c., 
for Supply of invite Tenders for the supply of 60,000 metric 
Coal. tons of Welsh coal. Particulars and conditions 


of Tender may be obtained from the Gabbary 
warehouses, Alexandria, Tenders will be received up to 26th July 
and should be sent by post under registered cover, addressed “ M. 
le Président du Conseil d’Administration des Chemins de fer de 
VEtat, Cairo.” They should be enclosed in a second envelope 
bearing the words ‘‘ Offre pour fourniture du charbon Welsh.” 


THE FOURTH CONGRESS OF CHAMBERS OF 
COMMERCE OF THE EMPIRE. 

The fourth Congress of Chambers of Commerce of the Empire 
was held in the Hall of the Fishmongers’ Company, London, on 
the 26th, 27th, 28th, and 29th ult. ‘There were represented at the 
Congress 192 Chambers, made up as follows: United Kingdom, 
91; India and Asiatic Colonies, 11; British North America, 39 ; 
Australasia, 25; Africa, 17; West Indies, 4; and British Cham- 
bers in foreign countries, 5. 

The following resolutions were passed :— 

Consultative Imperial Council. 

“ That the feeling of Imperial citizenship throughout the Empire 
and the sense of union already attained between the Mother 
Country and Her Colonies render practicable and advisable the 
formation at an early date of an Imperial Consultative Council of 
Representatives, in which the Motherland and the Colonies shall 
have due representation, to consider and advise upon Colonial 
and Imperial questions, and that the matter be brought under the 
notice of Her Majesty’s Government.” 

Commercial Relations. 

“That this Congress urges upon Her Majesty’s Government the 
appointment by them of a Royal Commission composed of represen- 
tatives of Great Britain and Her Colonies and India to consider 
the possibilities of increasing and strengthening the trade relations 
between the different portions of the Empire, and that the Chair- 
man nominate a representative deputation to wait upon the 
]’vemier, the Secretary of State for the Colonies, and the President 
cf the Board of Trade, and lay the question fully before them.” 

Most Favoured Nation Treatment. 

“That this Congress is of opinion that Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment should take immediate steps, in conjunction with the 
Governments of the Colonies interested, in order to obtain for 
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British Colonies most favoured nation treatment from those 
‘countries which have granted most favoured nation treatment to 
the United Kingdom.” 

Defences of the Empire. 

‘“As the bonds of the British Empire would be materially 
strengthened and the union of the various parts of Her Majesty’s 
dominions greatly consolidated by the Colonies contributing 
towards the naval and military defence of the Empire, a deputation 
should be appointed to wait upon the Prime Minister, and represent 
to him the desirability of convening a conference of representatives 
appointed by the Governments of the Mother Country, its Colonies 
and Dependencies to consider the subject.” 


Codification of Commercial Law of the Empire. 

“That the Bills of Exchange Act of 1882, the Partnership Act 
of 1890, and the Sale of Goods Act of 1893, and other statutes, 
having shown the practicability and advantage of assimilating and 
codifying British Commercial Laws, it is highly expedient that 
the Commercial Laws of the whole British Empire should be 
assimilated and ultimately codified, and that, Government be 
memorialized by this Congress to take the necessary steps to 
appoint, for these purposes, a Commission on which the United 
Kingdom and all the Colonies and countries embraced in the 
Empire should be duly represented.” 

Development of British Central Africa. 

“ That this Congress records its hearty interest in the remark- 
able development of the Colony of British Central Africa, and the 
earnest satisfaction with which it views the progress of Commerce 
and Agriculture in that region ; and 

“That the Congress appreciates that in the past the development 
of British Central Africa has been seriously injured by the want 
of railway communication, and by the difficulties of the present 
mode of transport arising from the ravages of the tsetse fly, kill- 
ing all draught animals, and by the want of an adequate or reliable 
supply of native carriers.’ 

‘That this Congress recognises that the injury to the Colony is 
further aggravated by the fact that such a large proportion of the 
available native labour is absorbed in carrying on the present sys- 
tem of manual transport, that the greatest difficulty is experienced 
by planters and others in obtaining natives for working and de- 
veloping their coffee estates. 

“This Congress accordingly recognises that a railway is abso- 
lutely necessary for the development of British Central Africa, both 
in the expansion of Trade and Agriculture, and inthe opening up 
of the vast waterways of the great African Lakes, that natural 
highway into the heart of Africa ; 

‘And this Congress therefore signifies its desire to encourage a 
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scheme for the construction of a light railway from Chiromo to 
Blantyre, and thence to the Upper Shire or the south end of Lake 
Nyesa, thus affording a reliable and speedy means of communicae 
tion between the Shire and Zambesi and Lake Nyesa. 

“This Congress agrees by a representation to Her Majesty's 
Government or otherwise, to co-operate in any scheme which shall 
secure and further British interests in British Central Africa. 

“That in view of the increase of traffic which will be assured in 
the near future, judging from the steady development of coffee 
planting and general trade in recent years, and the prospect of 
railway construction, the British Central Africa Chamber of 
Commerce have represented that increased means of direct com- 
munication from the United Kingdom to Chinde, the Port of 
British Central Africa, is necessary, and it is also hoped that more 
advantageous rates of freight and passages can be secured. 

“The Congress agrees to further any proposal to obtain these 
advantages so far as lies in its power. 

“ That on the subject of scientific research the British Central 
Africa Chamber of Commerce have called attention to the 
importance of Her Majesty’s Government’s assistance in exploiting 
the natural resources of a new country, and its aid in development 
of industry and research ; 

“And this Congress therefore heartily endorses this suggestion 
and commends it to the further consideration of Her Majesty's 
Government.” 


Bounties. 

“That this Congress thinks the time has fully arrived for a 
settlement of the Sugar Bounty question, and requests Her 
Majesty’s Government to enter, as soon as practicable, into a 
convention with Austria, Germany and other Powers who have 
expressed their willingness to abolish bounties, such convention 
to contain a penal clause prohibiting the entry of bounty-fed 
sugar into the territories of the contracting Powers.” 

Assimilation of Trade Statistics. 

“That this Congress of Chambers of Commerce of the Empire 
earnestly desires to represent to Her Majesty’s Government that 
steps should be taken by the Government of the principal Com- 
mercial Powers to assimilate the statistical methods of their 
various statistical bureaux.” 

The Metric System. 

“That this Congress is of opinion that the Metric System cf 
weights and measures should, as recommended by a Select Com- 
mittee of Parliament in 1895, be legalised in all parts of the 
Empire excepting India for all purposes, and after a period of two 
years be everywhere rendered compulsory by Act or Ordinance ; 
and that meanwhile the system should be thoroughly taught in all 
public elementary schools as a necessary branch of arithmetic.” 
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Trade Marks. 

“That, inasmuch as the various definitions of trade marks, 
obtaining in different countries of the world, constitute a great 
inconvenience and injury to the interests of those using trade 
marks, the attention of the Government be called to the great 
desirability of securing some approach, at all events, to a common 
definition of trade marks by all countries in which the registration 
of the same is in force.” 

Secret Commissions. 

“That the system of secret commissions is injurious to the best 
interests of business, and that it is advisable legislative measures 
be immediately introduced to put a stop thereto.” 


The Far East. 


“That the manner in which the Inland Waters Navigation 
Regulations have been interpretated by the officials of the Chinese 
Government being suck as to render the right to run steamers on 
the West River, and other Inland Waters, an almost valueless con- 
cession, the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs be asked to open 
special negotiations with the Chinese Government in order to 
obtain a construction of these regulations more in accordance with 
the terms of the original agreement.” 

“That in view of the steps now being taken by the various 
countries of Europe to open out the interior of China to trade and 
commerce, it is the opinion of this Congress that the Government 
should endeayour by every means in its power to protect the 
interests of the British trader, to assist him in obtaining concessions, 
and to afford him all reasonable security against disturbance from 
the Chinese Government or aggression from Foreign Powers.” 


The Far East.—Survey of Chinese Waters. 

“That in consequence of the rapid increase in the numbers, 
tonnage and speed of steamers employed in the trade, and the 
frequent discovery in some tracts of sunken rocks not recorded on 
existing charts, the facts should be brought to the notice of Her 
Majesty’s Government that it is necessary to have made, with as 
little delay as possible, a thorough resurvey of the navigable 
channels and coast lines in Eastern Seas.” 


Light Dues. 

“ Whereas the system of maintaining the lighthouse service of a 
country by a tonnage tax on shipping entering its ports is inequit- 
able and does not now generally prevail; and whereas the 
continuance of this system in Great Britain has provoked a 
retaliatory tax on the shipping of this country by the United 
States, which is not imposed upon ships from countries enjoying a 
free lighthouse service, British shipowners thereby being placed 
at a disadvantage with their competitors, and whereas Uanada, 
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which maintains a free lighthouse service on its extensive coastline, 
suffers by reason of Canadian shipowners (when engaged in 
American trade) being compelled to pay, in addition to their share 
of the Canadian taxation, the dues in British ports and the 
retaliatory tax in the United States, therefore resolved— 

“That this Congress take steps towards procuring such change in 
the system of maintaining the lighthouse service of Great Britain 
as will relieve shipping from any direct charge therefor, and the 
shipping of the Empire from liability to retaliatory taxation by 
foreign countries.” 

Indian Railways. 

“Whereas the trade of India has for some years past been ham- 
pered by the scarcity of rolling stock on some Indian Railways, and 
as the development of the trade of India with the Mother Country 
and Her Colonies will continue to suffer unless an ample supply of 
rolling stock be provided— 

Resolved: That the Secretary of State for India be asked to 
appoint a Commission to enquire into the present system under 
which indents for rolling stock are prepared and funds allotted for 
same, and to make recommendations for an improved method by 
means of which the present dearth of rolling stock may be removed 
and provision made for any further increase of rolling stock, as 
and when the same may be required.” 


Commercial Education. 

“ That it is most desirable to take steps to urge the extension of 
Technical and Commercial Education throughout the Empire, and 
that wherever possible this education should be placed under public 
control ; and that this Congress is of opinion that the utmost effort 
should be made throughout the Empire to encourage and furnish 
facilities for Commercial Education as a branch of technical and 
scientific study, and that the Home and Colonial Governments be 
moved to give grants in aid thereof, equal in amount to those 
bestowed on other science and art schools; and, further, that it is 
very desirable that Chambers of Commerce should be represented 
on Boards of Education in order to advance the interests of Com- 
mercial Education.” 


Steamship Communications. 

** Resolved : That in the opinion of this Congress it is desirable 
that improved steam communication commensurate with the large 
Imperial and Commercial interests involved should be as early as 
possible established between England, the Far East, and Australia 
vid Canada. 

“ Further resolved : That in the interests of safety, well-defined 
tracks should be used between the United Kingdom and Canadian 
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ports similar to those used by steamers sailing between British 
and United States ports. 

“ Further resolved: That the present unfair discrimination in 
maratime insurance rates between the United Kingdom and ports 
of British North America should be abolished.” . 


Imperial Telegraphic Communications. 

“That the Congress desires to call special attention to the 
necessity of completing the All-British Pacific Cable not only on 
commercial grounds, but in the interests of the Imperial security. 

“That this Congress recommends that support should be given 
to the action which the Imperial Telegraph Committee of the 
House of Commons is taking with the view of placing the im- 
portant matter of electrical communication between the United 
Kingdom, India and the British Colonies and Dependencies on a 
footing commensurate with present conditions of Inter-Imperial 
and Colonial relations. 

“That copies of the foregoing resolution be addressed to the 
Prime Minister, the First Lord of the Treasury, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, the Secretary of State for India, the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, and the Postmaster-General, urging that 
every reasonable opportunity may be given in Parliament for dis- 
cussion of the position of the Telegraph Companies in relation to 
the Government, with a view to an immediate and satisfactory 
solution being found for the very serious grievances under which 
the Commercial and Industrial Communities of the Empire have 
been labouring for a long time past. 

“That, in view of the great object to be attained, this Congress 
is strongly of the opinion that it would be wise policy to make full 
provision for ultimate State ownership in any arrangements here- 
after made to lay cables, by private companies, between British 
possessions in any part of the globe. 

“That this Congress recommends that the principle of State 
ownership be especially provided for in the Cable proposed to be 
laid by a private Company between South Africa and Australia. 
And that this Congress urges upon the Government the importance 
of instituting a searching investigation by the Departmental Com- 
mittee promised by the Government into both the shortcomings and 
the merits of a private system of cables, and consequently into the 
desirability or otherwise of adopting such a course of policy in the 
future as would lead to the ultimate expropriation of private cables, 
and to the establishment of state-owned cables throughout the 
Empire, and to report thereon at the earliest opportunity, such a 
report to be accessible to the public. 

“That the Secretary of State for War, be asked to cable to 
Field-Marshal Lord Roberts requesting a relaxation of the Censor- 
ship on cable messages, so that messages to and from South Africa 
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be allowed to go through on the Code system, especially as cypher 
cablegrams are allowed to pass between inhabitants of Foreign 
Countries and Delagoa Bay.” 


Income Tax levied in Colonies on British Shipping. 

“That it is inequitable that income tax be levied in the United 
Kingdom on profits made in British Colonies and possessions upon 
which income tax has been paid in such Colonies or possessions, 
and that it is inequitable that income tax be paid in any British 
Colony or possession on profits made in the United Kingdom upon 
which income tax has been paid in the United Kingdom, and that 
representation be made to the home and Colonial Governments 
urging the repeal of enactments imposing double income tax on 
British subjects.” 


Trade with Porto Rico, Cuba and the Philippine Islands. 

“That this Congress deprecates the application of the United 
States Tariff and Navigation Laws to Porto Rico, Cuba, and the 
Philippine Islands, in view of the injury to British trade and 
shipping interests which would follow, and respectfully requests 
Her Majesty’s Government to continue negotiations with the 
United States Government for the preservation of the privileges 
hitherto enjoyed by this country in matters of trade with the 
former Spanish Colonies, especially in view of the declarations of 
policy made by the United States when intervening in Cuban 
affairs.” 

. Lighting of the Red Sea. 

“That in the opinion of this Congress the provision of further 
lights in the Red Sea, and improvement of some of those already 
existing, is a matter of the highest importance to the interests of 
the Empire. 

“That representation be accordingly made to Iler Majesty’s 
Government for the immediate construction, either with or without 
the assistance or concurrence of the Ottoman Government, of 
lighthouses at Mocha, Zebeyr, Abu Ail and Jeb il Tir, or the 
placing of lightships at the points named. 

“‘ Also for the improvement of the present Balfe Point Light or 
the substitution of a better one on the Island of Perim, as a guide 
to vessels using the wider passage in the Straits of Bab-el 
Mandeb.” 

Death Duties. 


“That this Congress desires to call the attention of the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies to the very onerous provisions of the 
Companies’ Death Duties Act of 1899 recently passed in the 
Colony of New South Wales, as likely to inflict very heavy 
burdens upon British Companies coming within its provisions, and 
to request him to take such steps as he may consider best for 
obtaining a modification of the said Act.” 
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Alaska Boundary. 

“That it is of vital importance to British and Canadian trade on 
the Pacific coast to press forward a settlement of the Alaska 
boundary question; and this Congress, while recognising the 
endeavours of Her Majesty’s Government to effect an adjustment, 
would urge the desirability of renewed efforts in order to accomplish 
that object.” 

Duty on Spirits. 

“That this Congress of Chambers of Commerce of the Empire, 
recognising the injustice of the surtax or extra duty of 4d. per 
gallon levied on spirits from Colonies whose Excise regulations are 
under the control of the Colonial Office, urges Her Majesty’s 
Government to place such Colonies on a Free Trade basis with the 
Mother Country.” 

Copyright. 

‘‘ Whereas the various Copyright Acts throughout the Empire 
are unnecessarily complicated and vexatious to certain depen- 
dencies, and whereas it is now contemplated to consolidate the 
same by a Bill now before the House of Lords. 

‘“‘ Resolved therefore that this Congress declares its approval of 
such measure, whereby the Colonies are empowered to legislate for 
exclusive Copyright and earnestly trusts that it may speedily 
become Law.” 


Note.—The Section of the Act referred to is as follows :— 
Section 34.—In the case of a legislature of any British possession, 
if the following circumstances occur, that is to say :— 

If a book has been first lawfully published in any other 
part of Her Majesty’s dominions, and it is proved to the satis- 
faction of an officer appointed by the Government of such 
possession to receive such proofs that the owner of the copy- 
right has lawfully granted either a licence to import for sale 
in such British possession, or a licence to reproduce therein by 
any process an edition or editions of any such book designed 
for sale only in such British possession. 

it shall be lawful for the legislature of such possession by Act or 
ordinance to provide for the prohibition of the importation, except 
with the written consent of the licensee, into such possession of 
any copies of such book printed elsewhere, except under such 
licence as aforesaid, except that two copies may be specially 
imported for the bona fide use of each of the public free libraries, 
of the university and college libraries, and law libraries of any duly 
organised law institution or society, for the use of its members. 

Where a licence has been granted under this section for any 
British possession, any copy of the book produced subject to such 
licence shall, if found in any other part of Her Majesty’s dominions, 
he deemed a pirated copy, and be treated accordingly. == ~ 


‘ 
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THE PRODUCTION OF FLAX IN IRELAND. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the thirty-second 
annual report of the Flax Supply Association for the Improvement 
of the Culture of Flax in Ireland, relating to the year 1899, from 
which the following is taken :— 

It is generally believed that the decline in the flax area has at 
last reached a turning point and that, with the improvement in 
trade and the creation of a new Agricultural Department, which 
can hardly overlook the importance of flax culture in Ireland, the 
acreage will show a steady increase in the future. 

The total area in 1899 was 34,989 acres, 7.e., 520 acres, or 1°5 per 
cent. larger than in previous year, but of the nine counties in 
Ulster three have not yet checked the retrograde movement. ‘They 
are, however, three of the least important. As the capacity of 
Ireland to produce large quantities of flax is not generally under- 
stood, the following statistics relating to the subject are inserted 
to show what has been done in the past, and help to prepare the 
way for the future. The figures for the years from 1812 till 1825 
were carefully prepared by the Inspector of the Linen Board ; 
since 1847 the returns have been made up, as at present, by the 
constabulary under the directions of the Registrar-General at 
Dublin. 

Year. Acres, Year. Acres. 

118,390 1891 __... we 74,665 

1820 __... 148,584 | 1892... 70,647 

1825... ... 139,412 | 1893... 67,487 


1847. ... ... 068,000 1894... ... 101,081 
1850.- ... ... 91,040 95,203 
1870... 194,893 45,53 


| 
| 
1890 si... 96,896 ; 1899... 984,989 


The yield per acre in 1899 shows a slight improvement on 
previous year. ‘The increases in Cavan and Fermanagh are most 
conspicuous, being 45°6 per cent. and 24°6 per cent. respectively. 
Two counties exhibit small decreases, viz., Donegal and Down, but 
both are still fairly good. In 1898 it was remarked that the range 
between the largest yield and the smallest was 14°20 stones ; this 
year it is only 7°87 stones. 

In 1898 the total production was 6,281 tons, and in 1899, 6,745 
tons. 


H.M. Consul at Taganrog, in a recent report to the Foreign 
Office (2,447, Annual Series), states that some interesting 
figures with regard to the present and future state of the South 
Russian mining industry were placed before the South Russian 
Mining Conference, recently held at Kharkov. The questions 
dealt with were :—The reserve of unworked iron-ore in the south, 
the likely quantity of it required by the southern ironworks, and 
the ore-beds outside this mining district which could be counted 
on to supply the iron-making industry. The committee appointed 
for working out a report on the above questions, also dealt with 
the condition of the cast-iron, steel, and iron industries in 1899. 
As a result of their studying those questions, the committee was 
able to point out the principal items of the future condition of 
metallurgy in the south of Russia. 

At the present time the known iron-ore districts in the south 
are :—(a) Krivoy Rog and neighbourhood, (») Donetz Basin (c) 
Kertch Peninsula, (d) Korsack Mogila, {e) Government of 
Voronej. 

(a) Krivoy Roy and Neighbourhood.—This district has a total 
estimated reserve of about 90,000,000 tons. Taking into con- 
sideration that in 1897 the reserve was calculated to be about 
32,000,000 tons, and in 1898 about 55,000,000 tons, also that new 
ore-beds are being discovered, the committee considers itself 
justified in asserting that the question of reserves of iron-ore has 
a very satisfactory aspect at Krivoy Rog, which will enable the 
iron industry of the south of Russia to be well supplied with the 
article for at least another 30 years. 

(b) Donetz Basin.—The output of iron-ore in this district is 
gradually growing ; thus in 1896 the total output was about 90,000 
tons; in 1897, 144,000 tons ; in 1898, 122,000 tons; and for 1900 
there is a demand by the principal factories in the neighbourhood 
for about 200,000 tons. 

(c) Kertch Peninsula.—Last year the reserve of Kertch ore was 
calculated to be about 450,000,000 tons, while now, at all the 
mines, it may be safely put down as 645,000,000 tons. The 
average analysis of the Kertch ore is as follows :— 


Per Cent. 
Phosphorus ose sis ine 1 
Sulphur (a very smaJl quantity, not more than)... 0°05 


Experiments have been made of casting iron from mixtures of 
Kertch and Krivoy Rog ores, which gave very favourable results. 
The demand for Kertch ore in 1900 by the southern factories 
will be over 100,000 tons. 
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The Mining Industry of South Russia. 


Notwithstanding the favourable aspect of the above-mentioned 
figures, it must be taken into consideration that with the con- 
struction of new ironworks the demand for ore will augment, and 
will exceed 3,500,000 tons per year. In view of this, the com- 
mittee came to the conclusion that the principal conditions for the 
regular development of the South Russian iron industry are :— 

1, The conservation of the protective duties now in force on 
cast-iron, iron, and steel for at least another eight years. 

2. The prohibition of import of foreign ore free of duty. 

3. The reduction of the railway tariff on ore from the Donetz, 
Kertch, Caucasus, Krivoy Rog, and Central Russia. 

4, Government researches for iron-ore in the Ural Basin for the 
supply of southern factories with that ore. 

5. A more adequate quantity of rolling-stock on the railways in 
the industrial districts for the supply of mineral fuel. 

6. The building of a branch line from Nicopol to Ekaterinoslay 
to facilitate the transport of manganese ore to the factories in the 
Dnieper Basin. 

7. Government researches in the vicinity of the projected new 
Ekaterina railway, and also at Korsack Mogila near Berdiansk. 


THE SHIPPING COMPANIES OF HAMBURG. 


The “ Reichs-Anzeiger” of the 21st ult. publishes an interesting 
summary of the reports of the principal Hamburg shipping com- 
panies for 1899, which shows the extent of the operations of these 
undertakings. The oldest of them is the Hamburg-America Line, 
which was established in 1847. At the end of 1899 its share 
capital amounted to 3,250,000/., the sum being increased +o 
4,000.000/. during the current year; its loan capital amounted 
to 640,000/., whilst the reserve, insurance and replacement funds 
amount to nearly 800,000. The “ Hamburg-Siidamerikanische 
Dampfschiffahrts-Gesellschaft ” follows with a share capital of 
560,000/., loan capital of 170,0001., and about 250,000/. of 
reserves. The ‘ Kosmos’? Shipping Company had a share capital 
of 550,000/. and 155,0001. reserve. The share capital of the 
“ Deutsch-Australische Dampfschiffahrts-Gesellschaft ” amounted to 
340,000/., its loan capital to 85,000/., and the reserve fund to 
70,0001. The German East Africa Line has just increased its 
share capital from 250,000/. to 500,0001., and has besides a reserve 
fund amounting to 50,000/. The share capital of the German 
Levant Line amounts to 200,000/., besides 20,000. of loan and 
over 25,0001. reserve funds. The share capital of the Chinese 
Coasting Trade Company is 120,000/., and that of the Asiatic 
Coasting Trade Company 50,000/., their reserves amounting to 
7,0001. and 1,000/. respectively. The ‘“ Deutsche Dampfschiffs- 


| 
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The Shipping Companies of Hamburg. 


Rhederei ” had a share capital of 50,0001. last year, but this 
amount is being doubled ; the reserve fund amounted to 5,400. 
The number and book value of the vessels belonging to the 
different Hamburg shipping companies at the end of 1899 were as 
follow : — 
£ 


Hamburg-America Linz 69 large ocean-going steamers, valved at... 3,685,000 
South American » vessels, 910,000 


Chinese Coasting aa 190000 
Dampfschiffs-Rhederei ,, — 750,000 


The dividends paid for the year 1899 by the nine shipping 
companies mentioned above amounted in all to 449,000/., repre- 
senting an average rate of 8 per cent.; to this total the Hamburg- 
American Line alone contributed 260,0001. The highest rate of 
dividend was that paid by the “‘ Kosmos” Line—11 per cent., and 
the lowest that by the Chinese Coasting Trade Company—4 per 
cent. 

The sums written off for depreciation, &c., by the largest com- 
panies were :—Hamburg-American Line 620,000/., South American 
Company 120,000/., “Kosmos” 85,0001., Australian Line 75,0001, 
East African Line 49,0001, &. By means of writing off large 
sums such as the above, and frequently replacing their vessels by 
new ones, the Hamburg companies maintain a high state of 
efficiency in their fleets. The average age of the vessels of the 
Hamburg-American line is 5} years, of the South American Com- 
pany under 5, of the “ Kosmos” 64, and of the Australian Line 
years. 


THE IRON ORE INDUSTRY OF BILBAO. 


The British Vice-Consul at Bilbao, in a report to the Foreign 
Office (No. 2,445, Annual Series), states that, with the view of 
improving the quality of the small ores, washing machines have 
been established at some mines in the district of Bilbao, but 
they meet with general opposition of the inhabitants, who strongly 
object to the streams and rivers being completely spoilt. Up to a 
few years ago good trout and salmon fishing was obtainable near 
Bilbao, but the pollution of the streams and use of dynamite has 
killed off the fish and driven the fishermen further afield. 

The “rubio” ore continues to be the principal class produced, 
the ‘“‘campanil” is nearing its end, and the calcined carbonate 
of iron is obtaining more pre-eminence every year. 

The following tables show the approximate quantities raised 
during the last three years ; the export of iron ore from the port of 
Bilbao, and the quantity of iron ore consumed in and exported from 
the district during 1899, 


4 
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Quantity of Ore raised. 


| Quantity. 
Class of Ore. 

| 1897 | 1898, 1899, 

| 
: Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Limonite, rubio of all kinds .. «.. 4,225,000 4,220,300 5,313,540 
Red hematite, campanil 457,500 275,800 220,000 
Siderite or spathic, calcined carbonate 454,300 477,700 613,000 


Total 5,136,800 4,973,800 6,146,540 


Exportation of Iron Ore from the Port of Bilbao. 


Quantity ‘in Thousands-of English Tons. 


To. —_ 
1895. | isse. | 1897. | 1898. | 1899. 
United Kingdom ... 8,122 | 3,375 | 8,207 | 3,043 | 3,955 
Holland = "600 "792 812 803 903 
France 288 | | 348 253 272 
Germany —- | — 60 45 44 
United States of America ... — 16 45 32 3 75 
4,178 | 4,671 | 4,653 | 4,312 | 5,458 
Spanish ports + | 36 | 42 57 | 60 42 
Total shipped from Bilbao River 4,214 4,713 | 4,710 4,87 2 5.500 


Summary cf the Iron Ore Consumed in the Basque Provinces and 
q 


Exported from Bilbao. 


Province. Quantity. | Total. 
| | 
Tons. Tons. 
§ Ore used in the Basque provinces ... 477,350 
Biscay +. < | Exported from Bilbao River ... 5,500,000 
6,022,700 
Santander ... «| 673,807 
Castro-Urdiales ... 77,046 
1,322,370 
j Behovia... 14,870 | 
Guipuzeoa.... Trun sks 17,370 | 
| ” Passages... 1,200 | 
| 33,440 


| 
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FOREIGNERS IN CHINESE TREATY PORTS. 


The “ Deutscher Reichs-Anzeiger” of the 23rd ult. gives the 
following statistics showing the number of foreigners of different 
nationalities resident in the Chinese Treaty ports :— 


In 1898. | In 1899. Imerease fa 
| 

English... 5,148 | 5,562 | 414 
Americans 2,056 | 2,335 279 
Russians 165 1,621 | 1,456 
1,423 | 341 
French ... we 920 1,183 263 
German... 1,043 1,134 91 
Spanish... ase ove 395 448 53 
Scandinavians ... én 200 244 44 
Belgians sas 169 234 65 
Dances ... 162 178 16 
Italians... 141 124 17 
Dutch ... eas 87 106 19 
Other ... 155 161 6 

Total ... 13,421 17,193 3,772 


Whilst the figures given above show to what extent the European 
population in China is increasing, it must be borne in mind that 
they relate only to the Treaty ports, and that Port Arthur, Hong- 
Kong, Tsingtau, &c., are necessarily omitted. 

The following table shows the number of for eign firms estab- 
lished at the Treaty Ports, distinguishing nationalities :— 


—_— | In 1898. | In 1899. Increase, 
| | 
398 401 3 
Japanese 14 | 195 81 
German 107 | 115 8 
French ... axe 37 76 39 
American 43 | 70 27 
Russian ... wid 16 19 3 
Portuguese 20 10 -10 
8 9 
Spanish... 4 9 5 
Danish . “a 3 4 
Scandinavian ... “ 2 2 
| 
Total 773 933 160 
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THE TRADE OF SAMOA IN 1899. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from Sir 
Frank Lascelles, H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, enclosing précis of 
an article on the subject of the trade of Samoa in the year 1899. 
The précis is as follows :— 

In spite of the internal troubles which convulsed Samoa last 
year, and which brought about a complete stagnation in trade, 
extending over several months, the import and export returns for 
1899 are, nevertheless, the highest that have yet been reached 
since the first publication of official statistics in the year 1892. 
This is due to the successful copra harvest. The total value of 
imported goods actually consumed on the islands— exclusive, 
therefore, of goods in transit—amounted to 2,141,004 marks 
(107,050/.), showing an increase on the import trade of the most 
unfavourable of previous years, viz., 1896, of about 898,000 marks 
(44,9001.), and an increase on the import trade of the most 
prosperous year (1894) of about 297,000 marks (14,850/). 

The classes of articles imported have not undergone any change. 
Materials of clothing continue to find the largest market among 
the natives, as well as wholesale articles of consumption, such as 
biscuits and salted and preserved meats. These delicacies are 
much appreciated by the Samoans, and consumed by them in large 
quantities, especially on the occasion of native celebrations, 
although their staple food still consists of native products, as, for 
instance, taro, yams, sugar-cane, and bread-fruit. Owing to 
constant intercourse with white men during the past seventy 
years, the Samoans have appropriated a surprising number of 
European customs. At night an oil-lamp burns in every Samoan 
dwelling ; the sewing-machine is handled by the native women 
with great dexterity ; and there is a large demand for umbrellas, 
which are looked upon as an emblem of social distinction. 

It may be safely assumed that now that political order has at 
length been restored, the import trade of Samoa will increase year 
by year. For the purchasing power of the natives will naturally 
grow if they apply themselves to the peaceful cultivation of the 
soil and the preparation of copra. 

The copra harvest was especially favourable in 1899, and copra 
being as yet the only article of wholesale export, the export trade, 
consequently, showed a proportionate increase, amounting to 
1,488,960 marks (74,448/.), an excess over the worse year (1893) 
ef about 893,000 marks (44,650/.), and over the most prosperous 
year (1894) of about 420,000 marks (21,000/.). 

The quantity of copra shipped from Samoa in 1899 amounted 
to 7,792 tons, exceeding the average export of previous years by 
about 2,000 tons. It is for the most part prepared by the natives, 
who go to work in a primitive fashion, drying the kernel of the 
cocoanut in the sun. 

About 2,000 tons of copra were prepared by expert process 
on the plantations of the “ Deutsche Handels-und Plantagen- 
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Gesellschaft.” The copra thus prepared is of special value, as 
only such nuts as are thoroughly ripe are used for it. While the 
natives, from want of money or articles of daily utility, frequently 
take the fruit from the palms before they are ripe, the German 
planters only take the fruit when they have already fallen to the 
ground. The latter also dry the fruit by a special process in hot 
air apparatus whose action is more regular than that of the sun. 

Other articles of export are fresh fruits, bananas, and pine- 
apple. This export trade, which amounted, in 1899, to 16,346 
marks (817/.) was directed exclusively to Auckland, whither there 
is a monthly steam ship communication, the voyage taking five 
days. 

There is also a considerable transit trade to and from the other 
South Sea Islands. Coal was imported to the value of 163,993 


marks (8,199/.) for the use of the vessels coaling in the harbour 
at Apia. 


| 
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TARIFF CHANGES 


AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


CANADA. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Colonial Office, 
information from the Office of the High Com- 


The Preferential 1 issionor for Canada, to the effect that, from 
Treatment of the Ist instant, the duties leviable on British 
British Goods. 


goods imported into Canada are to be subject 
to a reduction equivalent to one-third, instead of to one-fourth as 
heretofore, of the duties imposed under the Canadian General Tariff. 
' No change has been made in the Canadian Customs Regulations. 


‘The “ Canadian Gazette” of the 16th ult. contains an Order-in- 
Pudow of Commer Council of the Governor-General of Canada, 
P » dated the 9th ult., which establishes the follow- 
ee lati ith d to the entry of 
Samples under "8 ‘regulation with regard to the entry o 
British Prefer- commercial travellers’ samples under the British 
ential Tariff Preferential Tariff :— 
: “ Dutiable commercial samples (from the 
“ United Kingdom or other British country) accompanying a com- 
“ mercial traveller through an intermediate country into Canada, 
“ may be entered at the Custom House, under the British Preferen- 
“ tial Tariff, upon proof by certificate or affidavit, to the satisfaction 
“ of the Collector at the port of entry, that the samples are bond 
“* fide the produce of the manufacture of the United Kingdom or 
“other British country admitted to the benefits of the Britis) 
** Preferential Tariff in Canada.” 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the India Office, a 

an tor COPY of a Notification, issued by the Finance 

ei “ » and Commerce Department of the Government 

pond Duty. of India on the Ist ult., to the effect that “long 

. pepper,” previously subjected to duty under the 

Indian Tariff Act at the rate of 5 per cent. on the fixed valuation 

of 30 rupees per cwt., is for the future to be assessed on its declared 
value at the same rate of duty. 


MALAY PROTECTED STATES—(NEGRI SEMBILAN). 


With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. 212 to 214 of 
Customs Tariff of the ‘Board of Trade Journal” for the 3rd 


; May last, respecting the Customs Tariffs of the 
Negri Gembilan. Protected States of Perak and Selangor, the 
Board of Trade have now received, through the Colonial Office, a 
copy of the Customs Tariff in force in the State of Negri Sembilan. 
The following duties are imposed under the Tariff :— 
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I.—Import Duties. 


Articles. | Unit. Duty. 


| 
Opium— Dols. Cts. 
Coast district Ball. 16 00 
Seremban, Jelebu, ‘and Kuala Pilah ... 12 00 
Gallon, or half, 
Spirituous — (including gin other|4 dozen quart, or 1 00 
than “ A.V.H dozen pint bottles. 
(Smaller quantities in proportion.) 
Gin “A.V...” Case of 16 bottles. 3 00 


(Smaller quantities in proportion. ) 
Gallon, or half 
Vermouth... 4 dozen quart, 0 50 


(Smaller quantities in proportion. ) dozen pint bottles. 
Port wine (German) SME AS Spirituous 
liquors. 


_IL —Export Duties. 


Agricultural products— 


Articles. ; | Unit. | Duty. 
Tapioca, gambier, and pepper ... —... Ad val, | 


2} per cent. 


Cocoanuts, copra, cocoanut oil and} Not exceeding 
cultivated rubbers, 14 per cent. 
See below. 
Sugar cane jes ood Picul. 1 cent. 
Elephants’ tusks ivory eee Ad val. 10 per cent. 
Fish— 
Blachan ... Picul, 50 cents. 
Fish maws, fish ‘refuse, ikan gulama, Ad val. 10 per cent, 
prawns (dried). 
Horns and hides ” 
Jungle produce, including timber, fire- ~~ 10 we 


wood, bark, damar, gharu, 
rattan ataps, kajang and samier, also! 
wood oils and getas not cultivated. 


Minerals— 
{ See below, 
Tin eee eee eee ete ore eer ) Schedule B. 
{ 68 per of duty 
Half duty laiddown 
Lode tin { in Schedule B.* 
Manufactured tin Same as tin. 
Wolfram ... Ad val. 10 per cent. 
Minerals not specified 5 
Pigs ... ves Per head. 1 dollar. 


- [Note.- —For weighing tin, tin ore, and wolfram a fee ‘of 3 cents. per picul is 
charged ]. 

* Except in the case of the Rin Lode at Jelebu, where the duty is fixed at 
8 per cent.ad val, 
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Schedule A. 
Coffee Duty. 
—— | Unit. | Duty. 
When the Singapore aes of coffee does not a 
19 dols. per picul Free. 
When it exceeds 19 dols., up to and including ‘21 dols. | 
picul ... | Ad valorem | 1 per cent. 
When it exceeds 21 dols., up to and including 28 dole. 
picul ... 14 
When it exceeds 23 dols., up to and including 2 25 avis. 
picul = ” ” 
When it exceeds 25 dols. per picul | aa 230 
Schedule B. 
Tin Duty. 
_— Unit. | Duty. 
When the price exceeds 40 dols. per picul and is vital | Dols. Cts. 
4idols. ... Perbhara.| 18 50 
When the price exceeds 50 dols. per picul and is under | 
5ldols.... | 18 50 
When the price exceeds 60 dols. per picul and is 3 under. | 
6ldols. ... | 23 «50 


and soon. For each rise or fall of one dollar per picul 
in price the duty is increased or reduced by 50 cents 


per bhara. 


PERAK. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 611 of the 

Import Du “Board of Trade Journal” for the 21st ult., 

peauny en respecting the new Customs Tariff of Perak, it 

oom. has been observed that, owing to a misprint, 

the import duty on opium was stated as being 12 dollars per gallon. 
The rate should have been given as 12 dollars per bull. 


GERMANY. 


The Board of Trade have received information, through the 
Foreign Office, to the effect that the Reichstag 


en lave passed the third Reading of the Bill to 
G y and the prolong for one year, from the 30th inst., the 

. ; present legislation regulating the commercial 
relations between tle British and German 


Empires. 


» 
{ 
| | 
| 
. 
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GERMANY—(TOGO AND CAMEROON). 


With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. 271 and 272. 
of the “ Board of Trade Journal” for the 10th 


Spiritu as May last, respecting the duties on spirituous 
Li liquors imported into the German Protectorates 
~~ Togo of Togo and Cameroon, which were to have come 


into force on the Ist April last, the Board of 
Trade have now received information, through 
the Foreign Office, to the effect that in Cameroon the said duties 
were put into operation on the date named, but that in Togo 
their enforcement has unavoidably been postponed until the 
8th instant. 


and Cameroon. 


MADAGASCAR. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the a 

. copy of a French Presidential Decree, dated the 

eee my of 19th ult., establishing general Customs ware- 

Centaeme houses in Madagascar for the storage and 

. preservation of such raw materials, manufac- 

tured articles, merchandise and provisions, as manufacturers, 
merchants and agriculturists may wish to deposit there. 

A copy has also been received, from the same source, of a further 
Decree of the same date, providing for the establishment of a 
bonded warehouse at Tamatave. The bonded warehouse will be 
open for all dutiable and prohibited goods, and will also receive 
goods subject to such consumption and “ sea octroi” duties as may 
be imposed by the Governor-General of Madagascar and its 
Dependencies. All the regulations for French bonded warehouses 
are made applicable to the bonded warehouse in Tamatave, except 
that the period during which goods may remain in the warehouse 
is reduced from three to two years. 


SPAIN. 
The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of the 25th ult. publishes a Spanish 
Tariff Royal Decree, dated the 16th ult., modifying 


Classificati Notes 31 and 77 to the new Customs Tariff (see 
— “ Board of Trade Journal ” for January 25th, p. 


of Detonators, 921, and February 22nd, p. 431), relative to th 
import duties on explosives. 
Cylinders, &c. Paragraph 3 of Note 31, which provided 


‘that 100 kilogs. of miners’ fuses were to be 
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considered as equivalent to 25 kilogs. of mining powder, has now 
been replaced by the following :— 

“To ascertain the duty payable on detonators of all kinds for 
* use in mines, each 1,000 of such detonators shall be considered 
“‘ as equivalent to one kilog. of explosive fuses. With regard to 
‘miners’ fuses it is estimated that 200 metres of fuse (20 rolls, equal 
“to one bundle) is equivalent to one kilog. of mining powder.” 

Note 77 has been amplified to read as follows :— 

“The import duty leviable on one kilog. of sporting powder will 
“ be charged on every 250 ordinary cartridges for sporting guns, 
“or on every 500 cartridges for revolvers ; and the duty leviable 
“on one kilog. of explosive compounds will.be charged on every 
“1,500 central-firing cartridge cylinders for the standard army 
“rifle, or on every 10,000 central-firing or other cartridge 
cylinders for muskets or revolvers.” 


TURKEY. 


With reference to the notices which appeared at pp. 624 and 625 
of the “ Board of Trade Journal” for the 21st 


ra : J ult., and at pp. 679 and 681 of last week’s 
Sette Journal,” respecting certificates of origin 


for certain British goods imported into Turkey, 
the Board of Trade have now received telegraphic information 
from H.M. Ambassador at Constantinople, through the Foreign 
Office, to the effect that no special form is necessary for such certi- 
ficates; and that a simple declaration will apparently meet the 
requirements of the Turkish Government. It is further stated 
that the enforcement of the new regulation has been postponed to 
the 25th inst., but that the Turkish Government will insist on the 
certificates being legalised by Turkish Consuls. 

Sir N. O’Conor has also been assured that certificates will in no 
case be required for goods from British Colonies or from India. 


MONTENEGRO. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 7 of the “ Board 
of Trade Journal” for July of last year, to the 


ee effect that the Montenegrin Government had 
aia igang denounced the Commercial Treaty of the 21st 
Treaty with 


‘ : January, 1882, between the Principality and 
United Kingdom. the United Kingdom, and that the said Treaty 


would determine on the 13th June, 1900, the Board of Trade have 
now received, through the Foreign Office, a copy of a despatch 
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from H.M. representative at Cettinjé, reporting that the Treaty 
between Montenegro and Italy has been prolonged until the end 
of the current year, and that he has been informed by the Monte- 
negrin Minister for Foreign Affairs that this prolongation also 
applies to the Treaty between Montenegro and the United Kingdom. 


PERSIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, ng aye the Foreign Office, a 
es copy of a Persian Law, signed by the Shah on 
—_ Prohibiting tho Lat January last, and Fostined to come into 
en samen ion th ths from that date, pr 
and Exportation operation three mont ‘ at date, pro- 
hibiting the importation into Persia of the 
‘following goods (Article I.) :— 

1. Firearms of every kind. 

2. Ammunition of all kinds, including gunpowder, cartridges, 
caps, projectiles, &c.; also all simple or compound explosives which 
have a detonating force equal or superior to that of ordinary 
gunpowder, fireworks alone excepted. 

3. Coins, other than gold or silver. ; 

4. Aniline colours, dry or liquid, and all dry or liquid dyes into 
which aniline enters as a component. 

5. Books, newspapers, prints, manuscripts, illustrations, emblems, 
or any other articles having a seditious nature, or opposed to 
religion and morality. 

Article II. authorises the Grand Vizier to prohibit the importa- 
tion or exportation of any animals, products or manufactures not 
mentioned above, when such prohibition is considered necessary in 
the interests of the Government or people. He may also 
(Article III.), in special cases, grant authorisations for the 
importation of firearms, ammunition and explosives, specifying, in 
the case of each authorisation of the kind, the amount of the duty 
to be paid at the place of entry, and the precautionary measures to 
be observed in the transport of the goods. 

Any importation, or exportation, or attempt at exportation, in 
violation of Article I., or of any Decree issued under the provisions 
of Article IL., will render the goods liable to seizure and confisca- 
tion (Article IV.), and in default of proper declarations at the 
Custom Houses, or in case of concealment among other goods, or 
in any other way, a fine will be imposed equal to the value of the 
goods (independently of their confiscation), and the goods in which 
they were concealed will also be confiscated. In cases of importa- 
tion or exportation at places where there is no Custom House, the 
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fine will be double the value of the merchandise, and the means of 
transport (ships, boats, animals, or vehicles) will be confiscated, as 
well as any other goods imported or exported at the same time. 
The individuals implicated will also be punishable with a year's 
imprisonment. 

Article V. provides that if the fines above referred to are not 
paid within 31 days at latest from the discovery of the fraud, the 
means of transport (vessels, vehicles, &c.) will be sold until the 
amount due is realised. 

Article VI. extends the application of these penalties to all 
persons indirectly implicated in the violation of the Law, and 
provides that the value of the confiscations and the sum total of 
the fines incurred may be recovered on all the real and personal 
property of the convicted persons. Prosecutions under this Article 
are to be officially notified to the delinquents not more than two 
years after the commission of the fraud. 

Confiscated goods will be sold for the benefit of the Imperial 
Treasury (Article VII.), except aniline dyes and seditious or im- 
moral publications, &c., which will be publicly destroyed, and 
coins (other than gold and silver), firearms and ammunition, 
which will be forwarded without delay to the Inperia! Palace at 
Teheran. 

_ Article VIII. relates to the penalties to be inflicted on Govern- 
ment ofiicials who are in any way implicated in the importation or 
exportation of prohibited goods; and Article IX. provides rewards 
for Customs officials and others who may detect or assist in detect- 
ing any violation of the present Law. 


The Board of Trade have also received, through the Foreign Office, 

‘ a copy of a telegram from H.M. Minister at 

— Teheran reporting that the embargo on the 

South ‘Persia exportation of wheat from South Persia has 
been removed. 


COLOMBIA—(PANAMA). 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
r —_—n translation of a Decree of the 21st May last, 
nereaseo!“mpor’ issued by the Civil and Military Chief of the 
aed 8 Department of Panama, increasing the import 
duties on spirits, wines, and other beverages 
— imported into the Department. The following 
Fonama. duties are leviable under the provisions of the 
present Decree, which was to have come into ferce on the 
Ist ult. 
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_ Unit. Duty. 
Dols. Cts. 
Ordinary white spirit and its derivatives (dry, Litre. 1 20 
anise, refined, rosoli, naranjito, &c.), imported 
from abroad, or from another Department of 
Colombia, up to 21° Cartier. 
Distilled beverages, such as brandy, gin, whisky, i 1 2 
and their like, up to 21° Cartier. 
Alcohol, 42° Cartier 1 50 
2 650 
Brandy, "4 ke from 22° to 42° Cartier .. one = 2 00 
above 42° Cartier .. 3 00 
Condensed liquors, suitable for the preparation of ” 10 00 
dutiable beverages. 
Essences of a different nature to those mentioned Kilog. 2 00 
above, and suitable for other classes of industry,| Gross vr t. } 
such as essences of vanilla, rose, &c. 
Non-gaseous mineral waters, such as Vichy, Oresa, Kilog. 0 025 
Chantilly, and their like, sold as medicinal waters. 
Soda-water, lemonade, or other gaseous beverages... = 0 05 
White or red wines, Bordeaux and similar wines— 
In pipes, barrels, or — oe oye " 0 023 
In bottles... ... .| 05 
Beer, white or black, and ginger "beer, or other, 0 10 
kinds, | 
Fermented not specially taxed .. 10 
Syrups ... 0 10 
and dry wines, malaga, sherry, port, "ke. 
ipes, barrels, and ons 0 10 
in ttles ... see 12 
Champagne and other sparkling wines ” 0 2% 
Bitters and aperitives, whatever be their name or 0 20 


quality. 


Payment of the above duties is to be made before importation by 
the owner, importer, or consignee of the goods, in cash, at the 
Office of the Departmental Treasury of the place where the goods 


are imported. 
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RUSSIA. 


H.M. Consul at Taganrog states that the whole system of pilotage 
Seeman at Kertch has been re-organised and placed in 
pear Pil the hands of a guild of pilots. Pilotage is 
now compulsory throughout the whole length 
—" of the channel, and the following charges are 

Kertch. 
(a) Between Tuzla Lightship and Kertch Roads, 3c. per last of 

2 tons net. 

(b) Between Tuzla Lightship and Yenikale Lighthouse, 7c. per 


last. 

Pilots may also be obtained to any Azov port at fixed charges. 
It remains to be seen whether the increased charges levied under 
the new rules will be compensated by increased safety of navigation. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,447.) 


In the report referred to above the Consul states that during 

the year one cargo of about 3,500 tons of salt 

Coasting Trade carried in a British ship from Kertch to 
ting Riga. This is now the only form of coasting 


eer “a “a trade open to foreign shipping in Russia. 


DENMARK. 


H.M. Consul at Copenhagen reports that the United Steamship 
Company’s trade to New Orleans and Galveston 
nego Oe i, increasing at a rapid rate, and since 1898 the 
7 company has augmented its fleet with seven 
more ships, of a tonnage of 5,199 tons, some of which will be put 
on the New Orleans route, and some on their other lines, and it is 
expected that more vessels will be built shortly. 

The route from the port of Esbjerg to Parkeston is gaining in 
popularity, and there is no doubt that, if the railway authorities 
would increase the speed of their trains, the passenger traffic 
would be greatly augmented. The United Steamship Company 
is at present building a first-class passenger steamer to replace 
the ss. “ Koldinghuus,” which will have every accommodation, 
and every modern appliance in the way of refrigeration, electric 
light, &c., &c. When this vessel commences to run there is no 
doubt that a much more rapid connection with London will take 
place, and, the Consul adds, if money were judiciously spent on 
this route it would certainly become a serious antagonist to 
the Hamburg, Kiel, and Korsoér route. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,455.) 


| 

| 

| 
| 

| 

| 
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SPAIN. 


‘The British Vice-Consu! at Bilbao reports that the pilotage tariff 


‘ which has existed in its present state ever since 
New Filotage 1808, will be altered so that ships will pay in 
Tariff at Bilbao. 
accordance with their tonnage and not with 
their draughts as hitherto. 


New Tariff of Pilotage Fees from the Sea to the Cadagna River 


(Luchana) or vice versa. 


Per English Foot. 


| 

| Pesetas, 
Ships up to 1,000 tons (gross)... 3 
» from 1,000 to 2,000 tons (gross) aia aii aie 4°50 
», 2,000 tons upwards 5 


Fees for Shiftings in the River (from Aupe to Bilbao). 


—-- | One Section, | Two Sections. | Three Sections. 


Pesetas, Pesetas, | Pesetas. 


Ships up to 1,000 tons... 5 8 10 
» from 1,000 to 2,000 tons ...; 10 18 25 
%” » 2,000 tons upwards ... 15 28 35 


The pilotage dues are the same for night services. 

A captain who calls for a pilot and subsequently does not 
employ him will have to pay one-half the fees. Pilots should be 
called for at least two hours before they are wanted, and before 
sunset when required to attend during the night. 

Pilotage is compulsory for foreign ships, and also for Spanish 
ships of upwards of 250 tons. 

Receipts for payment of pilotage dues will also bear the signa- 
ture of the pilot-master. 

All ships entering the port will pay once the following fees for 
services that will be rendered by the mooring officers : — 


Amount. 
Pesetas, 
Ships up to 260 tons 2 
» from 250 to 500 tons ... 8 
» 500 to 1,000 tons ... 6 
» 1,000 to 2,000 tons i2 


» 2,000 tons upwarus 17 
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For the purpose of swinging ships round, and for short shiftings 
within a section, it will only be necessary to notify the mooring 
officer. It is forbidden to use chains for mooring purposes. 

Ships of less than 500 tons gross are not compelled to take 
mooring boats. From July, 1901, it will be optional to ships of 
less than 1,500 tons to take mooring boats, and this service will be 
completely abolished in July, 1902. 

The tariff for boats in the reach are :—Boats with seven men, 
20 pesetas; boats with three men, 10 pesetas ; one-half the above 
rate additional when taken from 9 p.m. to 6 a.m, 

These alterations have the support of the merchants, shipowners, 
and the local authorities, and it is expected they will be beneficial 
to shipping generally owing to the facilities they will afford, and 
the more equitable distribution of expenses. (Foreign Ofiice, 
Annual Series, 2,445.) 


The British Vice-Consul at Bilbao states that the port regulations 
. have undergone very important modifications. 
The signals for leaving the port 
: will be made in future from the pier end of 
Portugalete, where, every 15 minutes, will be indicated by means 
of an apparatus the maximum draught of water for crossing 
the bar. 

Ships will be allowed to come in and leave the port at all times 
during daylight when there is water enough for their draught, 
with the exception of ships above 1,000 tons register, which, as 
hitherto, can only move from two hours before to two hours after 
high tide. 

There will also be erected at Portugalete a signalling mast 
for the purpose of repeating the signals from the pier end, and 
to prevent as far as possible ships crossing each other on the bar. 

The class of head-pilots who have been engaged for years, or 
perhaps for centuries, in directing the ships over the bar whilst it 
has been variable will be abolished, and pilots will have to be 
certified masters cr mates of the mercantile marine. The pilots 


* will form two groups, one (with the elder ones) for berth shiftings 


inside the port, and the other for services and direction in the 
harbour and outer port, &c. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,445.) 


ITALY. 

In a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 25th ulto., H.M. 
Consul at Palermo states that the ‘‘ Navigazione 

Shipbuilding. Generale Italiana” (Florio Rubattino) Company 
intend building four sailing ships of 2,000 tons 

each for the carrying of coals for their own service. 


| 
| 
| |, 
| 
| 
| 


July"5, 1900.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 33 


Shipping and Transport. 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


In a recent report to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul-General at 
New SS. Service Smyrna, states that a new service of general 
cargo-boats from Smyrna to New York and 

an k. vice-versé was inaugurated in February, 1899, 
an Sey Ss under the auspices of the United States 
Consul, acting in conjunction with his colleagues in other 
Mediterranean seaports, with the ostensible object of avoiding the 
delays and extra charges consequent on transhipment at Liverpool 
of goods destined for the American continent and in order to 
secure better rates of freights from the States to this market. 

During the past year there have been only eight boats that 
visited Smyrna in connection with this service and they were 
mostly under the British flag. 

The quantity of American goods landed by these steamers 
was insignificant, whilst cargoes shipped consisted chiefly of 
minerals amounting to about 2,600 tons; other goods being wool 
(950 bales), skins (800 bales), opium (244 cases), dried fruit 
(140 tons), oil (50 barrels), and carpets (16 bales). (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,462.) 


| 
| 
B 
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‘MINING, METALS, AND MACHINERY, 


BRITISH GUIANA. 


According to the Demerara “ Argosy ” of 2nd ult., the gold output 
for the several districts from the 1st January to 


oo a 31st May amounted to 41,333 ozs. 12 dwts. 14 
ay y rs., yielding a royalty of 28,935 dols., 54 cents, 
1900. grs., royalty 


as against 42,010 ozs. 12 dwts. 22 grs., yielding 
a royalty of 37,809 dols. 58 cents in the corresponding period last 
year. It must be noted, however, that last year’s royalty was at 
the rate of 90 cents an ounce, whereas this year it is at the rate of 
79 cents an ounce. 


RUSSIA. 


H.M. Consul at Taganrog (No. 2,447, Foreign Office, Annual Series) 

states that the estimated export of coal through 

Mariupol in 1899 was set down as 570,000 

in 1899 but the actual quantity shipped during the year 

‘ did not reach this figure by some 145,800 tons, 

and was in fact 1,560 tons below the quantity shipped in 1898, the 
figures being 424,200 tons in 1899, and 425,760 tons in 1898. 

This is explained by the fact that the mines, notwithstanding 

their increased output (the total quantity brought to the surface 

in the Donetz Basin in 1899 being above 1,500,000 tons in excess 

of 1898), are unable to keep up with the demand, and the bulk of 

the ccal is consumed on the spot in the manufacture of coke, and 

as fuel by the numerous metallurgical and other works established 

in the Donetz Basin. 


In the report referred to above the Consul also states that the coal 
. famine in the end of 1899 has caused many 
Estimated Output opinions to be expressed as to its origin and 
and Demand for 
ey cause. An authority on the question has pre- 
Coal in 1900 

* dicted that the present year will be without 
doubt “an expensive and difficult year for users of coal.” The 
following figures prove clearly that the allegation is perfectly 
correct. The output for 1900 is calculated at 452,977,300 poods, 
and the demand 480,912,750 poods, that is, the demand exceeds the 
supply by nearly 28,000,000 poods (over 450,000 tons). All the 
consumers have increased their demand: the railways by 54°67 
per cent.; salt mines and works, 22°8 per cent. ; sugar factories, 
341 per cent.; metallurgical works, 96 per cent.; and the muni- 
cipal and private stores will require 1,500,000 tons. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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SPAIN. 


The British Vice-Consul at Bilbao, in a report to the Foreign 
Office, states that the production of native 
Coal Production. coal has increased by about 240,000 tons 
over the figures of 1898, and this larger con- 
sumption of fuel shows that Spain has also shared in the general 
briskness of trade. 

Up to the present the raising of coal in the mines of Asturias 
has been much checked, chiefly owing to the imperfect means 
available for transport and shipment, as it is well known that 
ships suffer long delay at Aviles and Gijon from want of facilities 
for quick shipment. When the two new railway lines that are in 
course of construction are finished, greatly increased facilities will 
be afforded. It is intended also to erect several loading wharves 
which will load a complete cargo in one or two days, and it is 
anticipated that the cost of transport from the mines to the quay 
will not exceed 3 pesetas per ton (2s.). 

The proprietors of the coalfields inland at Leon and Palencia are 
also procuring means of transport by the construction of several 
branch lines of railway in connection with the main line of the 
Northern Railway and the Robla-Bilbao Railway. 

The prices of coal and coke here fluctuate, of course in accord- 
ance with the British market. (Horeign Office, Annual Series, 2,445.) 


GREECE. 


M. Mitsopoulos, Professor of Geology at the University of Athens, 
, announces the discovery of auriferous beds in 
the neighbourhood of village of Delimli 
(Department of Messenia) in the Peloponessus. 
M. Mitsopoulos, according to the ‘Revue 
dOrient,” is of opinion that the Peloponessus contains bearings 
fairly rich in gold, silver and lead, and this was notified 
so far back as 1419 by a representative of the Venetian Govern- 
ment. The observations of M. Mitsopoulos are confirmed ,by 
M. Kyriakos, agriculturist. 


Peloponessus. 


| 

| 
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AGRICULTURE, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
Gorn ‘Prices from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
: in the week ended 30th June, 1900, were 
as follow :— 
Wheat... ove 268. 11d. 
Barley... ove 298, 4d. 
Oats 19s. 3d. 


For further particulars see p. 49. 


A statement is published on p. 50, showing the quantities of the 

;_ various descriptions of agricultural produce 

as ri i imported into the United Kingdom during the 

ural *roduce, week ended the 30th ult., as well as of the 
imports during the corresponding week of 1899. 


RUSSIA. 
The “ Journal de St. Petersbourg ” states that, according to infor- 
Cultur mation supplied by the General Administration 
x of Indirect Taxation, the beetroot plantations 
of Beetroot. 


of European Russia covered on the 15th May 
last an area of 478,778 deciatines, against 449,249 deciatines in 
1899 and 401,392 deciatines in 1898. 


Note.—1 deciatine = 2°7 acres. 


ITALY 


With reference to notices which have appeared in the “ Board of 

s h Trade Trade Journal” on the Sicilian sumach trade 

aa icily (see ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” for the 31st 

: May last, page 464), a further despatch from 

H.M. Consul at Palermo reports that the price on the 19th June 

last for first quality Mascolino sumach leaf for baling had risen to 

14-50 lire per 100 kilos., and the second quality for grinding to 

14-25 lire per 100 kilos. The price of Femminello sumach, first 
quality, had risen to 12°00 lire per 100 kilos. 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| | 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of _ of “es imported into the United Kingdom 
— uring the week ended the 28th ult. was 
Cmte Sudan, 20,958, and the number imported during the 
26 weeks ended the 28th ult. was 1,714,448. As regards 
exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 28th ult., 4,571 
bales, and for the 26 weeks, 197,736. 
For further details see p. 48. 


DENMARK. 


In a recent report to the Foreign Office, HM. Consul at 
. Copenhagen states that the Danish Export 
was started four years ago, ‘aid 
; certainly deserves more attention from com- 

mercial people in the United Kingdom than it has had up to the 
present time. It is most instructive in every detail, and gives 
every assistance to commercial travellers, &c. Its members now 
number 432, and it is still increasing. It has a library replete 
with commercial publications, and all Custom Tariffs, &c., are on 
view. Its chief object is to find foreign markets for Danish goods, 
and it issues monthly a most interesting paper. The association 
sent one of its representatives on a nine months’ tour during 1899 
to the Argentine Republic, Uruguay, and Paraguay to investigate 
what chances there were for placing goods on the markets there, 
and from the reports to hand there seems every chance of a very 
favourable result being achieved. Other members went to 
England, France, the United States, and Finland. One of its 
latest proceedings was to hold an exhibition, in co-operation with 
the Royal Danish Agricultural Society, of meat, &c., and of Danish 
and foreign manufactures in connection with their export, which 
was an undoubted success. (Loreign Office, Annual Series, 2,455.) 


In the report above referred to, the Consul again calls attention to 

Restetuction of the necessity for all exporters and those con- 

Trade Marks nected with the export trade with Denmark, to 

‘ see that their trade marks and designs are 

properly registered at Copenhagen. It is only lately that a case 

has occurred of a certain well-known firm’s mark having been 

tampered with. All exporters should remember that British goods, 

on account of their superior quality, &c., are more liable to be 
copied than the produce of other countries. 

The cost of registration of trade marks according to the Danish 
law only amounts to about 5/., including all fees, &c. If those 
interested will apply to the Consul, he will give them every 
information that is possible as regards the Danish law as it stands 
at present. (Lorzign Office, Annual Series, 2,455.) 


| 
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Miscellaneous. 


GERMANY. 


H.M. Consul at Mannheim, in a recent report to the Foreign 
Wood Pul Office, states that he is informed that the 
einai German pulp factories find competition with 

; Scandinavia, the United States and Canada 
rather difficult, especially in unbleached descriptions. Canada in 
particular enjoys much greater advantages in timber and water- 
power, and that in an increasing degree, while in Germany higher 
rates have to be paid alike for raw material, coal, and labour. In 
spite, therefore, of the enormous demand for pulp no improvement 
in price was possible except for superior marks. (I oreign Office, 

Annual Series, 2,450.) 


The following information as to the German paper trade has been 

taken from a report of the French Consul- 
Paper Industry.- General at Leipzig, published in the “ Moni- 

teur Officiel du Commerce,” for the 21st inst. 
Business was very brisk in the German paper trade last year, and 
exports increased—large purchases were made for South America 
especially, and England also took more of the better-class of paper 
goods. The home trade was also larger than in the preceding 
year—the book trade took larger supplies, as well as the advertise- 
ment trade, the latter it should be noted using paper of better 
quality. Prices, which were rather weak at the commencement of 
the year, improved later on. Paper for newspapers, however, rose 
considerably in price, but as the cost of raw materials (wood pulp, 
&c.) also increased, manufacturers did not gain much by the 
increased price. Paper specially prepared for chromo-lithography 
found a good sale in England, I’rance, Holland and Belgium, but 
the German manufacturers are the best customers of this branch 
of the trade. Taking advantage of the rage for illustrated post 
cards, they have purchased large supplies of chromo-lithographic 
paper, and have had post cards printed, decorated and sent all over 
the world. In view of the increased price of paper, the society 
of German newspaper publishers decided, at a meeting held on 
the 15th May, to form a syndicate for the establishment of paper 
mills, as the rise in price was attributed to the action of a syndi- 
cate of paper makers. A committee, which wii! shortly meet in 
Berlin, was appointed to consider at what towns such paper mills 
might be erected, and representatives of the more important news- 
papers not belonging to the Society are invited to attend. The 
establishment of a scale of charges for publishers and advertising 
firms is also to be considered. 


| 
q 
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NETHERLANDS. 

H.M. Consul at Batavia states that whilst cost of fuel generally is ad- 
Liquid Fuel j vancing, it is interesting to note that a new source 
“ uel supply willshortly be put on themarketin Java 
nines by the agents of the Shell Transport and Trading 
Company, of London, in the shape of liquid fuel. This fuel is the 
residue left after refining the crude petroleum obtained from the 
above company’s oil-fields in Koetei, on the east coast of Borneo, 
and it has been proved from experience obtained from its use on 
board the steamers of the Royal Packet and other companies to be 

in many respects superior to coal. 

It is maintained by the sellers that one ton of this liquid fuel is 
equivalent in steam-producing power to two tons of the best 
Japanese coal. It has possibly also a future before it as a fuel for 
industrial undertakings, railways, &c., some of which are already 
using the Dordrecht Petroleum Company’s refuse. 

A large tank has been constructed near Tanjong Priok (the har- 
bour of Batavia) capable of containing about 4,000 tons of liquid 
fuel, and as the supply at Koetei is said to be practically inex- 
haustible, whilst the distance from the source of supply is compara- 
tively short, it will be possible to replenish the stock at short 
intervals, so that the tank should prove sufficient to supply all the 
fuel required at that port in the event of owners of steamers trading 
there deciding to adopt its use. 

The price is said to be very moderate, taking present values of 
coal into consideration. 

The tank is connected with Tanjong Priok harbour by a six-inch 
pipe, and steamers lying alongside the present coal wharf can have 
their bunkers pumped full in a very short space of time, much less 
than would be required to fill them with coal. 

It is under consideration, says the Consul, to build similar tanks 
at other ports, wherever the local conditions are favourable for 
dealing with the article. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,452.) 


FRANCE—DAHOMEY. 


The ‘ Economiste Frangais” of the 23rd ult. publishes the 
following statistics of the trade and shipping of 


Trade, Shipping, Dah 
mey last ri— 
and Revenue in 
1899. 
am 1898, 1899. 
£ 
Total... 4 701,333 1,002,751 


t 
| 
| | | 
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Viscellaneous. 


_ The imports of gunpowder, specie, beverages, glassware, and 
manufactures of wood, increased in 1899; tobacco and cloth show 
a slight falling off. As regards exports, cocoanuts, coprah, palm 
oil, kola, and indiarubber have all increased. 

The following are the principal countries from which the 
imports of Dahomey in 1899 originated :— 


£ 


French Colonies ste 326 
Germany... ove 164,400 
Lagos... 
United Kingdom 54,800 


The exports from Dahomey were consigned to :—- 
& 


Lagos eee 285,480 (including a small direct 
export to England). 
France ... 137,348 


Germany ... 85,080 


In 1899, 441 steamers with a tonnage of 398,500 entered at 
Dahomeyan ports, and the same number cleared. Of the total 
126 were English, 123 French, 183 German, and 9 Italian. 

According to the “ Dépéche Coloniale” of the 23rd ult., a 
special report is being prepared on the finances of the colony of 
Dahomey, and whilst the figures for 1899 are not yet completely 
known, they are, so far as can be judged, entirely favourable. The 
following statement shows the increase in the revenue of the 
colony during the past few years :— 


£ 
1890 coe 13,008 1895 Kea 67,808 
1891 18,421 1896 66,939 
1892 one 25,560 1897 ase 76,581 
1893 dob 41,843 1898 oe 96,397 


1894 80, 843 


The cantina amounted to 86,557/. in 1897, and to 96,7461. 
in 1898. The colony has no public debt. 


SWITZERLAND. 


According to a recent report from H.M. Legation at Berne, 
measures have lately been taken to ensure the 
Peele Marks communication to the Federal Government of all 


Legislation. decisions given by local tribunals on questions 
of false trade marks affixed to articles of Swiss manufacture, the 
object being to ensure the revision by the Supreme Federal Court 
of any questionable decision, as a guarantee of the fulfilment of 
international obligations. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,448.) 


| 


July 5, 1900.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 41 


Miscellaneous. 


In a report to the Foreign Office from H.M. Legation on the trade 
Trade with British of Switzerland in 1898 and 1899, it is stated 
Galenhen that imports from Canada showed a slight 
° increase in 1898 as compared with 1897 due 

to a larger demand for wheat, oats, and oatmeal. 

The exportation to Canada in 1898 exceeded by 1,200,000 fr. 
(48,000/.) that of the previous year. The products for which there 
was in particular an increased demand were tissues of silk, em- 
broidery, watches, silk ribbons. and colours derived from coal tar. 

Both the imports from and exports to Australia were greater in 
1898 than in the preceding year, the increase in importation being 
due chiefly to a larger demand for wool. The increased exporta- 
tion consisted chiefly in condensed milk, tissues of silk, silk ribbons, 
3448) goods and embroidery. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,448. 


SPAIN. 


The British Vice-Consul at Bilbao reports that since the termina- 
Sect tion of the war with the United States a brisk 

em a revival of business has taken place all over 

—— Spain. Bilbao, where capital is very abundant, 
has taken the initiative, and is financially interested to a large 
extent in the most important companies that have been formed 
lately. As many as 61 large companies were registered in 1899 
with a capital of 128,000,000 pesetas (4,000,000/.), of which 23 
were shipowning, 7 banks, § sugar factories, 6 electric works, 7 
mining and metallurgical companies, and 10 of different sorts. 
Thirty-nine were established in this district, 8 in Catalonia, and 
the rest in other parts of Spain. 

A Spanish Company called “ Aurora” has been floated this year 
with the object of undertaking marine insurance, banking, &c. 
It has a capital of 20,000,000 pesetas (625,000/.). Doubtless this 
company owes its birth to the annually increasing number of 
Spanish ships owned at Bilbao. Up to now Spanish marine in- 
surance has been entirely effected in foreign companies. (Foreign 


Office, Annual Series, 2,445.) 


The British Consul at Bilbao states that in the Province of 
Hyaro-Electri Guipuzcoa all the established industries are 
flourishing and many fresh ones have beenstarted. 
ieee This is especially the case with regard to hydro- 
electric industries of which there are now 34 actually working with 
water-power, and one worked entirely by steam. [Fifty-seven 
additional concessions have been petitioned for, representing about 
11,525 horse-power. 


| 

| 
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Miscellaneous. 


H.M. Consul at Barcelona draws attention to a peculiarity of the 
ani Spanish patent laws, which in many cases have 
had a most prejudicial effect on British and 
* other foreign machine makers. The Spanish 
patent laws allow any machinery, process, or manufactured 
articles to be patented, whether it be a bond fide invention 
or not, provided it has not been already built, carried out 
or manufactured in Spain, the fact of its being common 
property elsewhere being no bar to granting the patent. It 
further grants patents for a principle without requiring any 
indication as to how this is to be carried out practically. The 
consequence is that many machines and apparatus patented or 
otherwise in the United Kingdom or elsewhere for manufacturing 
goods in common use, cannot be introduced into Spain simply 
because a patent has been taken out to manufacture these goods, 
therefore, though the machine itself is not the object of any 
patent in the country, yet as its product is thus protected no one 
can use it except the holder of the patent. The patentee is very 
often the importer of that very article, and takes out the patent 
to prevent it being manufactured in the country or imported by 
anyone else, he himself limiting his production to a nominal 
quantity to comply with the law. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,460.) 


The following table showing the quantity of codfish imported into 

Bilbao in the years 1596-99 is taken from a 

— Sega recent report to the Foreign Office by the 
20. British Vice-Consul at Bilbao. 


Importation of Codjish in Bilbao, 1896-99. 


Quantity in Tons, 


From 

| 1895. | 1897. 1898, 1899. 

| 
Scotland ve 389 185 220 248 
Norway 6,183 8,706 8,287 7,891 
Iceland 945 1,212 1,243 1,216 
Faroe Islards | 1,300 1,432 970 619 
France eco | — 7 72 1,057 

Total A 8,817 11,542 10,792 11,031 


(Fcreign Cffice, Annual Series, 2,445. 


Vue, 
q 
| 
i 
| 
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Miscellaneous. 


In the same report it is stated that Spanish banks are willing, as 
a rule, to answer questions from a bank in the 
— United Kingdom epling the financial status 
of an individual or firm, and as to the amount 
of credit that can be safely afforded to him or it. Thus British 
houses could frequently obtain this information through their own 
bankers before entering into commercial relations with a new firm 
It may be mentioned that Spanish banks at Bilbao advance money 
on securities or on personal guarantee at 4 per cent. per annum. 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


In a recent report to the Foreign Office the Acting British Consul 
Pees of at Baghdad states that the price of sight drafts 

B a on London varied during the year from 1093 

a8 Turkish liras to 112} Turkish liras per 1001, 
while the price of sight drafts on Bombay was from 72 to 75} 
Turkish liras per 1,000 rs. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,459.) 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


The ‘Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” in its issue of the 24th 
ult. publishes the following statistics of the 

* trade of Rosario, as showing the importance of 
the town and the necessity for the construction of a port at that 
place :— 


Imports in 1899— 


Gold Pesos. 
Dutiable 7,400,380 
Duty free 2,763,833 
Total in 1899 ... 10,164,213 
— 9,204,441 
6,960,848 

Exports in 1899— 
Dutiable 3,158,078 
Duty free 33,592,528 
Total in 1899 ... 36,750,606 
25,805,596 
15,081,576 


In 1889 the total value of the imports was 29,503,917 gold 


pesos, and that of the exports 13,130,593 gold pesos. 


| 
| 
i 
| 
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Miscelluneous. 


BRAZIL. 


In a recent report to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul at Porto 

ie Allegre states that under the auspices of the 

agg ea State Government an exhibition is to be held 

there of the natural, agricultural, and industrial 

products, and of the scientific, literary, and artistic works of Rio 
Grande do Sul. 

The exhibition will be inaugurated on 15th November, and will 
remain open until 28th February following. The exhibits are 
restricted to productions of the State except with regard to agri- 
cultural implements and machinery, which will be admitted, even 
of foreign make, provided their use has already been introduced 
here. 

It has also been decided that implements not yet introduced will 
be admitted “ hors de concours.” 

Agriculture being in such a backward state in Porto Allegre, 
advanced machinery would be of no use, but makers having cor- 
respondents there, or having connections with houses shipping 
to that port might perhaps find it worth while to exhibit through 
them specimens of the simpler implements. 

It is very likely that the exhibition will afford a good oppor- 
tunity for obtaining a knowledge of the resources and business 
capabilities of this State and the Consul adds that the advisa- 
bility of sending out a competent reporter on behalf of the 
Associated Chambers of Commerce to visit the exhibition and give 
them the results of his observations and studies might be worth 
considering. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,454.) 


In the report referred to above, H.M. Consul states that after 
negotiations extending over a considerable 
of time, the Brasilianische Bank fiir 
at sorte AMeere. ‘Deutschland has at length come to terms with 
the Federal Government regarding the conditions for opening a 
branch in Porto Allegre, and has recently received the required 
permission to do so. One of the conditions stipulates that the con- 
cession remains in force for four years only, but it may be renewed 
on the expiration of that term. It is expected that the new branch 
will be opened very shortly, and it has every prospect of a 
prosperous career in view of the influential German element in the 
trading community at Porto Allegre. 

Porto Allegre will then possess four banks, the Banco da 
Provincia, the oldest; the London and Brazilian Bank; the 
Banco do Commercio, a prosperous concern established about three 
years ago; and the German Bank. 


{ 
i 
if 
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Miscellaneous. 


In the same report the Consul says that commercial travellers 
Reculations for Comms to Porto Allegre are subject to a tax 


Commercial as follows :— 
Travellers in 


Porto Allegre. — 
Amount, 
Equal at 
Currency. | present to 
about. 
Milreis. da. 
Travellers for commercial houses and factories— 
Established outside the Republic o 500 23 3 6 
in the Republic .., eee 250 9 


These taxes are paid even though the traveller shows his samples 
through the intermediary of a house of business established in the 
city, the latter in such case being responsible for the tax and a fine 
of 10 per cent. for infringement. The tax is not rigorously and 
uniformly collected, though lately several travellers have had to 
pay it, and they are always liable to it, more especially if anyone 
denounces them, as sometimes happens, for generally they are not 
looked upon with much favour; the best houses considering their 
business is sometimes injured by the travellers taking small orders 
from their customers, who often pay their foreign liabilities with 
the credit obtained from the larger import houses. The payment 
of the tax holds good for a year. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
Trade of the copy of a despatch dated 8th ult., from H.M. 
State of Piduhy Consul at Pernambuco, enclosing a report on 
* the trade and commerce of the State of Piduhy. 
The report states that Parnahyba, the capital of the State of 
Piduhy, is a small town of about 8,000 inhabitants, of whom there 
are very few foreigners. It is fully 500 miles (by sea) distant 
north of Pernambuco, with which place infrequent communication 
is maintained. The foreign trade of the town is carried on 
by means of the steamers of the ‘ Liverpool and Maranham 
Steamship Company,” which call monthly at “Tutoia,” the port of 
Parnahyba, situated some 93 miles from the latter town at the 
mouth of the river. 
Cargo is discharged at Tutoia into lighters, which are towed by 
a steam launch to Parnahyba, which at times, when the river is 
low, is a somewhat diflicult matter, owing to various shallow places. 
The bar of the river is at “ Amarracao,” at which port steamers 
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Miscellaneous, 


formerly discharged, but owing to the changeable nature of the 
channel, the traffic has been transferred to “ Tutoia.” 

The exports from the State of Piduhy, chiefly hides, cotton, and 
rubber, amounted to 85,0881. in 1899, exclusive of what has been 
exported by way of Paré, Maranham, and Ceara to New York. 

The export duties average 10 per cent. on the official value. 

Communication inland is chiefly carried on by means of river 
boats ; inasmuch as there is no railway, freights are very high. 
There is, however, telegraphic communications with all parts of 
the world. P 
. There is a pretty fair trade done in general merchandise, 
especially in such goods of foreign manufacture as prints, white 
shirtings, and thread. 

Wholesale prices are generally based on 10 months credit. 

The only novelty in raw materials produced in the State of 
Piauhy likely to be of value to home industries is the Manicoba 
rubber. 


Commercial travellers pay a small municipal tax, which is 
leviable on each traveller. 


CHINA. 


The “ Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels), of the 23rd ult., publishes 
the following information with respect to the 
Manufacture of .anufacture of albumen in the Kast. It 
ame. appears that the first albumen manufactory in 
the Far East was established in Hainan; this factory used 
about 1,000,000 eggs daily, but was burnt down by the natives, 
Later, a German firm, Stubbe and Wintgensent, started a manufac- 
tory at Wuhu, where ducks’ eggs were very plentiful and cheap, then 
costing only about 2°60 taels (at 3s., say 7s. 10d.) per 1,000. Other 
factories have been since established, and there are now six in China, 
five being in German hands and one in French, but the industry is 
no longer so remunerative and thriving as at first, and the price of 
eggs is now about 5°30 taels (say 15s. 11d.) per 1,000. A thousand 
eggs yields from 13 to 15 lbs. of albumen, which is sold at about 
3s. per lb. The albumen is used principally in photography, the 
yolks of the eggs being employed in the tanning industry. 
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REPORTS OF BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 


Dundee.—A statutory meeting of the Dundee Chamber was held 
on the 22nd ult. under the presidency of Mr. John Couper. The 
questions under consideration comprised the following :—The Bill 
to Amend the Companies Act ; the London Dock Companies Bill ; 
Eastern Telegraph Companies Rates and the Fourth Congress of 
Chambers of Commerce of the Empire. 


Halifax—The monthly meeting of the Halifax Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 27th ult., Mr. C. Holdsworth, J.P., in 
the chair. ‘The London Mail Service and the question of the 
later despatch of the Mail from the North of Ireland were under 
discussion. The Trade Reports for the month of June were also 
considered. 


Huddersfield—The monthly meeting of the Council of the 
Huddersfield Chamber of Commerce was held on the 29th ult.; 
Mr. Joseph Brooke in the chair. It was decided to support the 
Memorial of the Belfast Chamber of Commerce asking that the 
afternoon Mail from Ireland to England be despatched two hours 
later than at present. 


Leeds.—A meeting of the Leeds Chamber of Commerce was held 
on the 19th ult., Mr. Ernest W. Beckett, M.P., president, in the 
chair. English and French Relations, and the increased price of 
contract tickets on the North Eastern Railway between Leeds and 
Harrogate were among the subjects under discussion. 


Wa's2!l— A meeting of the Council of this Chamber was held on 
the 2:t1 ult., Mr. F. Rathbone in the chair. The subject under 


consideration comprised the following:—Commercial Education, 
the Indian Famine, Wireless Telegraph and Indian Telegrams. 
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Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 


Cotton Returns. 


STATISTICAL TABLES. 


at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 


and 26 Weeks ended 28th June, 1900. 


American 


Brazilian ooo 
East Indian ... 
Egyptian 


Miscellaneous ... 


American 


Brazilian ov 
East Indian ... 
Egyptian 


Miscellaneous ... 


Week 26 Weeks 
ended ended 
28th June, 28th June, 
1900. 1900. 
Imports. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
17,160 1,344,477 
97,956 
1,464 16,888 
229,082 
2,329 26,115 
20,953 1,714,448 
EXPORTS. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
1,750 127,319 
6,754 
1,176 12,338 
1,553 45,733 
92 5,59 
187,736 


| 
eee eee oe oor 
Total one ove eee eee 
... ove ove ove 
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Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
30th June, 1900, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1822. 


a Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Qrs. Bus a 4 
Wheat ese eee ove 44,920 3 26 IL 
Barley ove ose 495 7 23 «4 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1896 to 1899 :— 


Quantities Sold. Average Price. 


Corre- 
sponding 
eek in 


| Wheat. Barley. Oats, _ Wheat, Barley. | Oats, 


Qrs. Bus | Qrs. Bus.| Qrs, Bus 4 a, | 

1896 es.| 14,099 7 893 2 4,075 6 24 9 16 2 | 15 0 

1897 _....| 19,873 6 944 0 1,701 0 27 1 18 10 | 18 7 

1898 9,506 8 414 6 2,598 4 33.3 23 4 | 20 8 

1899 | 56,972 0 1,346 4 8,779 7 | 25 7 | 2 2 | 18 0 
| 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
30th June, 1900, together with the quantities imported in the corre- 
sponding week of the previous year. 


Animals, living :— 


Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves 


Sheep and lambs... 
Swine 
Fresh meat 
ef ove 
Mutton ... 
Pork 
Salted or preserved meat:— 
Bacon one 
Beef 
Hars eee see 
Pork 


Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh 


Meat,preserved,otherwise than bysalting 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 


Butter 
Margarine ... 
Milk, condensed ... 
Milk and cream, fresh 
other than condensed 
Eggs ... 
Poultry and game ... 
cead (not tinned) 


Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 


Wheat 
Wheat-meal and flour 
Barley 
Oats 
Peas 
Beans 
Maize or Indian corn 


Fruit, raw :— 
Apples 
Apricots and peaches* 


Bananas* ... 


Cherries ... 
Currants* ... 
Gooseberries* 
Grapes 
Lemons 
Oranges... 
Pears 
Plums sa... 
Strawberries* 
Unenumerated 


Vegetables, raw :-— 
Onions 
Potatoes ... one 
Tomatocsf ... 
Unenumerated 


eee 


milk 


or preserved, 


Entered by the 
bushel prior to 
1900, 
Bunches, 


Entered by the 
bushel prior to 


Tons, 
Cwts, 


Bushels. 
Cwts, 


Value 


111,216 
2913 
£8,297 
6,897 
9.994 
15,109 


64,208 
14,136 
90,000 
12,301 


178 
467,136 
3867 
6,156 
42,787 


1,700 600 
433,500 
202,500 
490,900 

36,800 


763,400 

Cwts. 
35 
904 


26,639 
Cwts, 


13,546 


Correspond- 
ing week 
in 1899. 


13,411 
33,817 


95,943 
93,888 
5,181 


115,216 
4,322 
49,226 
7,118 
8,444 
23,674 


75,910 
15,766 
83,093 
19,743 


93 
403,288 
2,526 
12,664 
40,674 


1,905,560 
452,100 
522,900 
242,100 

47,300 
23,600 
1,260,600 


Bushels, 
12,495 


Bushels. 
33,605 


61,662 
1,934 
2,441 

87,728 

405,403 


56,686 


* These fruits were included with fruit unenumerated prior to 19C0. 


t Included with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1900. 


Week ended | 
3)th June, 
1900. 
10,215 
Cuts. 80,341 
62\743 
” 6,184 
Cwts. 
” 
Cwts. 
[ ine ooo | . 
8,718 
1900. "18 51 
eee eee eee 8,573 
ere eee oon 4,792 
4,119 
3,258 
eee oe 400,550 
— 
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Trade of Foreign Countries. 
(From “ Accounts relating to the Trade and Commerce of certain Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions, Part V.") 


I—IMPORTS. 
Statement of the Imports of Merchandise into the undermentioned 
Countries for which Returns have been received. 
(The Returns are exclusive of Bullion and Specie eawcept where otherwise stated.) 


Period of sagen. 
ending. | 1898, | 1£99, | 1260. 
Belgium* (5 Months)... | May ...... Francs 789,780,000 841,129,000 853,892,609 
France (5 months) ...... | May ......) Francs 1,904,263,000 | 1,$53,199,000 | 1,966,926,000 
Spain* (4 Months) ...... | April......| Pesefas 217,894,000 | 291,886,000 | 278,559,000 
(1897.) (1898.) (1899.) 
(11 Months) | November! Milrcis 87,461.000 44,726,000 46,854,000 
ortugaly(12  ,, )|December| 40,425,000 43,606,000 50,625,000 
Italy (4 Months) ...... April ...... Lire 446,247,000 | 503,601,000 | 518,477,000 
(4 April......| Kronen 567,767,000 543,467,000 564,255,000 
onths 
Egypt (2 Months) ...... | February .| 1,649,000 
1897-8, (1898-9,) (1899-1900. 
United States (10 Mths.) | April.. ...] Dollars 511,199,000 | 565,231,000 | 717,241,000 
(1897-8 ) (1898-9.) (1899-1900.) 
Mexicot (9 Months) ... | March ...| Dollars 82,314.000 85,797,000 43,780,000 
(1897-8.) (1898-9.) | (1899-1900,) 
Pritish India(12 Mths.) | March ...| Rupees 69,26,67,000 | 6+,88,03,000 | 70,71,19,000 
(1897-8.) (1#98-9.) | (1899-1900.) 
Canada (10 Months) ... | April......| Dollars 101,572,853 121,126,352 | 143,303,759 
In Pounps Sreruine. 
| £ £ 
Belgium* (5 Months)... May ......! 31,591,000 | 83,645,000 | 34,156,000 
France (5 Months) ...... | May ......! 76,171,000 | 78,129,000 | 78,677,000 
Spain* (4 Months) ...... April......! 8,716,000 | 11,655,000 11.142,000 
| | (1897.) (1898.) | (1899.) 
Months) November, 8,429,060 -10,068,(00 10,542,000 
ereuga! 2 (12 Months) December | 9,096,900 | 10,936,000 | 11,891,000 
Italy (4 Months) ........ . | April ......! 17,850,000 | 20,144,000 | 20,539,000 
Austria-Hungary pril ...... 23,657,000 | 22,645,000 | 23,511,000 
Egypt (2 Months) February | | ( 1,927,6C0 
| 1897-8, 1898-9.) | (1899-1900.) 
United States (10 Mths.) April......! 106,500,0.0 | 117,756,000 | 149,425,000 
| (1897-8.) (1898-9.) (1899-1900.) 
Mexicot (9 Months) ... | March 6,469,000 P 7,159,000 | ; 8,756,000 
. | (1897-8.) | Rr, (1898-9) Rr.(1899-1900) 
British India (12 Mths.) | March ...' 69,266,700 | 68,880,000 70,712,000 
| | £ (1897-8.) | £ (1898-9.) (1899-1990) 
Canada* (10 Months)... | 21,161,000 25,235,000 23,855,000 
United Kingdom (5 Ms.) May ......' 196,957,000 198,403,000 213,570,000 


 * Value of Principal Articles Imported only. 
+ The values of the imports are stated in gold, and the doilar has been converted into 
English currency at the rate of 4s, The figures for Mexico include Bullion and Specie. 
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Trade of Foreign Countries—continued. 


II.—EXPORTS. 


[July 5, 1900. 


Statement of the Exports of Merchandise from the undermentioned 
Countries for which Returns have been received. 


(The Returns are exclusive of Bullion and Specie except where otherwise stated.) 


(5 Months) | 


Exports, 
Period cf 
Countries. Year 
ending 1898. | 1899. 1900. 
Belgium* (5 Months)...|May  ...| Francs 650,148,000 | 680,453,000 | 691,696,000 
France (5 Months) ...| May...) Francs 1,371, 1,601,157,000 | 1,703,330,000 
Spain* (4 Months) ...| April...) Pesstas 274,397,000 | 219,751,000 | 231,896,000 
(1897.) (1899,) 
Posten § (11 Months) | November) Milre’s 25,128,000 | 28,412,000 26,322,000 
ortuga’ Months) | December 27, 311,000 | 31,124,000 28,838,000 
Italy (4 Months) ...| Lire 333,278,000 | 450,833,000 467,915,000 
Austria-Hungary April ...! Aronen 477,287,000 571,619,000 570,273,000 
(4 Mths.) 
Egypt (2 Months) ...... | February | L.£. 2,526,000 2,558,000 4,288,°00 
(1897-8.) (1898-9.) (1899-1900.) 
United States (10 Mths.) | April...) Dollars 1,008,564,000 | 1,018,291,000 | 1,183,003,000 
(1897°8. (1898-9.) | (1899-1900.) 
Mexicot (9 Months) ... | March ...| Dollars 95,617,000 103,592,000 ! 107,199,000 
1897-8.) (1898-9.) | (1899-1900.) 
British India (12 Mths.) | March .../ Rupees 93,78,61,010 | 1,09,35,03,(00 | 1,05,71,39,C00 
H 18 397-8.) (1898-9. (1899-1900.) 
Canada (10 Months) ... | April .| Dollars 119,331,992 111,062,315 127,461,445 
In Pounps STeruine. 
| £ 
Belgium* (5 Months)... May oa 26,006,000 7,218, 000 27,668,000 
France (5 Months) ... May 54,871,000 | — 64,016,000 68,135,000 
| | 
Spsin* (4 Months) ... | April 10,976,000 8,790,000 9,276,000 
(1897.) (1898.) (1899.) 
Portugal (11 Months) November 5,654,000 6,393,000 5,922,000 
oriuga’ (12 Months) December 6,145,000 7,008,000 6,488,0L0 
Italy (4 Months) - April 15,331,000 13,033,900 18,717,000 
Austria-Hungary April 19,887,000 23 817,000 23,761,000 
(4 Mths.) 
Egypt (2 Months) ...... February 2,592.000 2,625,000 4,400,000 
(1897-8. ) (1398-9,) | (1899-1960.) 
United States (10 Mths.) Apiil ... 210,118,000 212,144,000 210,209,000 
(1897-8.) (1898-9, ) (1899-1900. ) 
Mexicot (9 Months)...... March . 9,564,000 10,359,000 10,720,000 
Re. (1897-8,) Re. (1898-9.) |Rz. (1899. 00.) 
British India(12Months) March .. 93,786,000 109,350,000 105,714,000 
£ (1897-8.) £ (1898-9 ) | £ (1899-00.) 
Canada (10 Months) ... April .. 24,861,000 23,138,000 26,554,000 
| 
United Kingdom** | 93,094,000 | 104,542,000 | 119,481,000 
| 


* Value of Principal Articles Exported only. 
+ The values of the exports are stated in silver and the dollar has been converted into 
The figures for Mexico include Bullion and Specie, 


English currency at the rate of 2s, 


** Exports of British and Irish produce and manufactures. 
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Foreign Trade of British India. 
Imports into British India from Foreign Countries. 
Month of April. j 
Increase. | Decrease, 
1859, 1900, 
R | R R R 
I.—Animals, living... 1,44,923 | 231,035 86,112 
II.—Articles of food and drink— 
Sugar ... 18,95,259 33,78,538 14,83,279 oe 
Other articles,  42,53,238 53,86,916 11,33,678 
III.—Metals and Manufactures of— 
Hardware and cutlery (in- 
cluding plated ware)... 13,07,487 15,35,289 2,28,802 ae 
Metals... 45,77,296 58,14,759 12,37,463 
Machinery and millwork ... 23,84,709 17,24,246 ae 11,60,463 
Railway plant and rolling- 
stock (other than Govern- 
ment stores) 29,47,952 17,58,562 11,89,320 
Iv.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
ond narcotics, dyeing and tan- 
ning materials... 16,20,915 15,57,882 ove 63,033 
V.—Oils— 
Other oils... ose 1,52,710 1,014,225 48,485 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles ose 31,03,293 21,04,239 9,99,054 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cctton yarn ... oe 24,52,700 23,68,632 84,068 
Cotton piece goods .., | 2,53,33,284 1,99,62,033 62,71,251 
Other articles 92,29,985 79,03,877 13,26,108 
Total Merchandise .,, | 6,31,47,132 5,54,08,633 | ie 77 ,43,499 
Gold eee ove eee 97,041,668 1,04,76,402 7,71,734 
Silver ... oe eee 1,05,59,961 82,22 220 ose 73,37,741 
Graxp Tora or Inurorts 8,34,11.761 6,91,02,255 | ase 1,43,09,506 


. 


54 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [July 5, 1900. 


Foreign Trade of British India—continued. 
Exports from British India to Foreign Countries. 


Month of April. 
I Decrease. 
1899, 1900. 
R R R R 
Foreign Merchandise Exported ... 22,78,032 29,41,684 6,63,652 
Indian Merchandise Exported— | 
I.—Animals, living... 1,07,418 1,36,638 29,190 
II.—Articles of food and drink— 
ooo ose 1,50,$7,273 1,34,59,373 om 16,37,900 
40,14 399 4,06,492 36,07,907 
4,31,852 2,986,633 1,35,219 
Other articles... .. 65,46,€01 27,94,306 $7,52,295 
TII.—Metals and Manufactures of ... 1,09,998 1,98,664 88 G66 — 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and 
tanning materi. 
14,09,150 7, 11,876 on 6,67,274 
Otherarticles.. ... 13,27,769 13,02,380 25,389 
6,37,759 899,445 2,61,686 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles— 
Cottom.... co ooo oo | 1,25,51,110 51,02,956 74,48,154 
Oilseeds 1,13,32,516 99,75,662 ooo 13,56,852 
Other articles... 0... 93,59,446 | 1,11,63,967 48,04,521 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partiy manufactured — 
Cottonyarn ... 49,70,£98 31,07,243 18,63,355 
Cotton piece goods ... 7,93,129 11,20,373 8,27 244 
Other articles... 88,§3,315 1,24,21,045 35,37,730 
Total Indian Merchandise ... | 8,99,17,815 | 7,73,64,131 | mn | 1,25,53,684 
| { 
Gold .., ove ove wee 11,95,167 10,401 | ove | 11,84,766 
Silver 31,64,515 20,£9,310°* | | 11,15,205 
| | 
Granpv or Exports .., 9,65,55,529 8,23,65,526 1,41,90,003 
| 


i ‘ 
i 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 
TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of May, 1900, have been put- 
lished. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of each 
month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present instance 
84d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from Messrs. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, 
E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. John Menzies 
& Co., 12, Hanover Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile Street, 
Glasgow ; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1898 may be 
purchased at a cost of 8s. 1}d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession, and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1894 to 1898 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts, The “ Annual Statement” for 1899 
will shortly be published. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is also published by the Board of Trade on the 
15th of each month. ‘he number for the 15th inst. contains 
special articles on the State of the Labour Market in May; 
Diseases of Occupations; Mineral Statistics, 1899; Emigration 
and Immigration in 1899; Annual Co-operative Congress, &c., &e. 


RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 


Patent Ofice—Report of the Committee appointed by the Board of 
Trade to consider various suggestions for developing the benefits 
afforded by the Patent Office to Inventors. (Cd. 210. Price 2d.) 


This is the Report of a Departmental Committee appointed by 
the Board of Trade in November last, to consider and report upon 
various suggestions which have been made for extending the 
advantages afforded by the Patent Office. The recommendations 
of the Committee may be summarised as follows :— 

1. (a) That classified illustrated abridgments of all specifications 
from 1617 to 1883, should be made and the work completed by 
the end of 1906, 
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Government Publications. 


(b) That volumes of collected abridgments for each of a limited 
number of leading subjects of invention should be placed in the 
Patent Office Library, as an experiment. 

2. That no action should be taken as regards the issue of re- 
minders for payment of patent renewal fees. 

3. That authority should be given to the Comptroller-General to 
reprint specifications of expired patents for which there is a demand. 

4, That a system of deposit accounts for Patent Office publica- 
tions should be experimentally adopted. 

5. That the annual allowance for the purchase of books and for 
binding for the Patent Office Library, should be increased for the 
next three years, and that a special sum should be allowed for the 
purchase of books already selected but which cannot be supplied 


for want of funds. 


Annual Report of the Chief Inspector of Fuctories for the year 1899. 
(Cd. 223.) Price 6s. 114d. 

This volume contains the general report of the Chief Inspector 
of Factories on the work of the Factory Department during last 
year, with appendices dealing with accidents, overtime, certain 
dangerous trades, and other subjects. It also contains sectional 
reports from the superintending inspectors of the various divisions 
of the United Kingdom, and of other special inspectors. The 
tables appended to the volume give statistics of accidents, prosecu- 
tions, overtime, 


Accounts relating to the Trade and Commerce of cerlain Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions No, V. 75-iv. Price 4d. 

This is the fifth number of the monthly accounts relating to the 
trade of some of the principal Foreign Countries and British 
Possessions, which are issued periodically by the Board of Trade. 
The present number contains returns for Germany, Holland, 
Belgium, France, Spain, Portugal, Italy, Austria-Hungary, Egypt, 
the United States, India, and Canada, the statements for each 
country dealing with the latest period for which returns have been 
received at the Board of Trade at the date of preparation. 


Return. (Hast India Income and Expenditure.) 203. Price 83d. 


This is a return issued by the India Office showing the net 
income and expenditure of British India for the 11 years from 
1888-9 to 1898-9. The income and expenditure are classed under 
the principal headings, and detailed tables as to several sources of 
receipts and charges are contained in appendices. A memorandum 

refixed to the return shows, as regards exchange, the principle on 


which the tables have been compiled, 
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Government Publications. 


FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1900, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and 
may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East Harding 
Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price. 
2371 Denmark (1898, Supplementary) one hd. 
2372 Senegal and Dependencies oo | 1d, 
2373 German East Africa (Coast Towns) (1899) ist ooo | 25d. 
2374 Denmark. (1896-7 to 1900-1) ... ove 
2375 Germany, Prussian Finance, 1897-1900 ... on pon ld. 
2376 Naples (1899) see soe 2d. 
2377 Hangchow (1898) eee eee 1d. 
2378 Portugal (1897 and 1898) oo | 
2379 Hiogo and Osaka (1898) | 
2380 Venice (1898-99) ove ooo | 28. 
2381 Argentine Republic (Finances, 1898-99) .. ooo | 23d, 
2382 New Orleans and District (1899) 
2383 Servia (1898 and 1899)... lid. 
2384 Somali Coast ... oes 23d. 
2385 Thessaly (1899) ove ese oo oo 1d. 
2386 Netherlands (1899) ... ose 13d. 
2387 Havre (1899) ove $06 | 
2389 (1898-99) tee oes ld. 
2390 taly (1898 and 1899) . 
2391 Tone (1899) . | 2d. 
2392 Curacoa and Dependencies (1899) 2d. 
2393 La Rochelle and District (1899)... ese 13d. 
2394 Charlestown and District (1899) one led. 
2395 Coquimbo (1898) ose 4d. 
2396 Trebizond and Sivas (1899) ooo | lad, 
2397 Japan (189%) .. ove 23d, 
2398 (1899) eco 2d. 
2399 Mozambique and Quilimane (1899) “s se ld. 
2400 Germany (1899) 2hd. 
2401 Stockholm and East Swedish Coast (1899) an ee 23d. 
2404 Aleppo (1899)... ove ove 13d, 
2405 Palestine (1899) .. ld. 
2406 Cadiz and District (1899) 2d. 
2407 Corunna and District (1899) nee “ “-“ 23d. 
2408 Patras and District (1899) ite 1d. 
2409 Calais (1899) ... eee oss 2d. 
2410 Pireeus (1899)... ove ove ove ld. 
2411 Cyclades (1899) eee soe 1d. 
2412 Brest (1899) ... ove ose 1d, 
2413 Lombardy (1899) ose ane 1d. 
2414 Chicago and District (1899) 2d. 
2415 Bordeaux and District (1899) ... 3d. 
2416 Trieste (1899)... 13d. 
2417 Leghorn and ‘Ancona (1899) 2d. 
2420 Malaga (1899) ose 3d. 
2421 Ningpo (1899) ld. 
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Government Publications. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS—Uontinued. 


Rosario (1899) 

New York (1899) 
Batoum (1899) 

Poland (1899) 

Paraguay (1899) 
Beira (1899) ... ooo 
Bussorah (1899) 

Ichang (1899)... 

Shashih (1899) 
Hamburg (1899) 
Wuchow (1899) 
Philadelphia (1899) 
Foochow (1899) 

Nice and District (1s99) 
Philippine Islands oon 


Pakhoi (1899) 
Genoa (1899) ose 
Amsterdam (1899) 
Pondicherry (1899) 


Beirut (1899) 
Persian Gulf (1899) 
Swatow (1899) 
Yokohama (1899) 
Bilbao (1899) 
Dunkirk (1899) 
Taganrog (1899) 
Switzerland (1899) 
Hangchow (1899) 
Baden (1899)... 
Islands (1809)... 
Java fe 899) ... 
Tripoli (1899) 
Porto Alegre (1899) 
Denmark (1899) 
Bengazi (1899) 
Wuhu (1899)... 
Elba (1899) ... 
Baghdad (1899) 
Barcelona (1899) 
Goa (1899)... 
Smyrna (1899) 
Honduras (1899) 
Sonora (1899) 
Porto Rico (1899) 
Caracas (1899) 
Samshui (1899) 
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Price. 
| No. | Place. | 
wh 
2496 
2458 
2466 
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Government Publications. 


Miscellaneous Series. 
The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on 
subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued in 
1900, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. | Price. 
519 Belgium.—F lax Industry of Courtrai_... 3d, 
520 | France.—Report on French Colonies - ose 5d. 
521 | Germany.—New Imperial German Mortgage Bank Law ... 1d. 
522  Russia.—Report on Russian Railways... eee 4d. 
523 | Russia.—Report on the Russian Coal Crisis 4d. 
524 | Germany.—Report on the German Colonial Estimates for1900| 1d. 


525. G@ermany.—Memorandum on German Imports and Exports 3d 

of “Iron and Ironware,” and “ Implements, Machines,” 
| &e., from 1897 to 1899. 

526 United States—Shipping and Shipbuilding on the American | 2d, 


Lakes. 

527 Tripoli.—Agriculture, Horticulture, and other Natural Re-| 2d. 
sources of Tripoli. | 

523 | Germeny.—Report on the German Colonies for the seek 3d. 


ending June 30, 1899 
529 Russia. —Report on the Waterway between the Baltic and | Id, 


Black Sea... ove ove 
580 | Brazil.—Report on the State of Amazonas sce oo | S44. 
Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series have also been issued this 
year, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. ————. | Price. 
1 Exchange of Notes between the United Kingdom and France 
respecting the Waiver of Consular Fees on the issue of 
certificates of origin ... 3d, 
2 Agreement between the United Kingdom and France for the 
“exchange of Press telegrams by night at reduced rates ... 4d. 
3 Declaration between the United Kingdom and France pro- 


longing for one year the Declaration of 11th December, 
1888, regulating a communication between the 
two countries ... $d. 
4 Declaration between the United “Kingdom and the Grand 
Duchy of Luxemburg eae the Reciprocal Protection 


| of Tra te Marks hd, 
5 | Procés-Verbal recording the accession of the Russian empire 
to the Cape Spartel International Lighthouse Convention | 
of 31st May, 1865... | 4d. 
6 | International Sanitary Conv ention 3d. 
7 | Cenvention and Declaration between the United Kingdom 
and Germany for the settlement of the Samoan and other 
questions... 44. 
8 | Convention between the United Kingdom, Germany, and 
the United States of America for the adjustment of ques- 
tions relating to Samoa.. id. 


9 | Treaty between the United Kingdom and the Republic of 
San Marino for the Mutual Extradition of Fugitive 
Criminals ... ld. 


10 | Convention between the United Kingdom, Germany, and | 

the United States of America, relating to the Settlement | 

of Certain Claims in Samoa by Arbitration aan 4d, 
11 |} Convention between the United Kingdom and France. regu- | 


lating the Telegraphic Communication between the two 
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COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued in 1900, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 


Place. 


Jamaica 


Lagos 
Seychelles wee 
Christmas and Cocos-Keeling Islands 


Straits Settlements 
Basutoland ... ove 
Niger Coast Protectorate ove 
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